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To the deſervedly honoured, 
JOHN UPTON of Lup- 
ton, Elq; with the many 
lurviving Branches formerly 
ſprung out of that Religi- 
ous Family; and the Wor- 
thy Conſorts of any of 
them, 


- - 


Ince it is the lot of the folowing 

Pages ts be expoſed fo pbiing 

view ; There e ſomewhat of 

juthice in it, to your ſelves, or 

mu th it the w wid 4» 21 * w rwberen 
divers of you bave contributed thereto, 
that, if any thing redmmend beace 19 prb- 
like advant zge, it may be widerſtoos to 
be owing in part jo You er Oy, 1 it bal 
be rech an wſcleſs trouble, in 
this way to repreſent things , [» obviow 
10 commune notice, and wheres ſo much 
” already ſaid; if the blame of the 
A 3 pug - 
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The Epiſtle 
prbiication be wet imputed 04 it doth 
wot belong ) to me only, 

But I] mad} ere crave your exenſe, 
that. on this cut. I give you 4 tare 
rative of what ( for the m 1 fart) 
you alrcaty know, and may poſſe. ly 
not dedlicht to rener; both be- 
cauſe it is wow became convenient that 
othurs un knw it too, and not u- 
6 to by pat 17s & diſtin Pre- 
face A brcaule to your Ke the 
review of thoſe left pl ug paſſagys 
may be attended with a fruit which 
may be ſume reeompunce for their want 


of - 
» e the Reader leave to 


2 eine, aud t it wor be grievous 
fo you thit I rc mind yu, That af + 
Me. Au- ter this your near Relation 7 ( wi 7 
wouy T- at ger the ceeation of the enſuing 
pr — Md tations ) hl, from bis youth, l- 
J. 5 ped þ imcen 7 FOnry and I birty years 
you, Of of Dat age Int Spain, your jorat- 28+ 
Lupion, portunity © bad at lenetb obtarncd fi 
Bl him @ promiſe of returning: IWhere- 
F. when you were in mint 2 near 
exteliation, 4 faden dilcalc wn jo fiw 
— in anther world, that 
be firſt u. tice yo 1 bad of bus death, or 
ſekneſs, 


LI 


Dedicatory. 
ck, was by the arrival of that Fel- 
Je Cela nnn attire ) n . 
according to hu owt defive in bus ſich - 
wes, bronght oer the defertet body 29 
Die Place nn upon ton 
thence it might fad a Grave where 
it firif receroed 4&4 Sort 4 aft ehtrarht 4 
Manſon in the Earth, wore, firlt it 
became one to 4 reaſonable brit. 
e Ne the tim X the di sir. 
of 4 ti rinnen een 
( nich toe dat anc F vary D414 itt 
bl Permiticn 8 89 = frequent } 1 
neee ere of you 18 ene 
eit at [ome middle Pacer, bert. 
by the troudic of 4 long journey 
micht be convemently ſhares ano 
von. 
N But, before that Noe eeſalutisa 
conld bave its ccm bc, the lit 


4'14 " 4 . pe dead! CHF IMECT OE RRTT, 


ag 


altered tbe place, the occation. and dc 
ſign of your meet, but fied the 
thing it fe, aud brouthe together 
wo lils than Twenty, tbe Broth re 
and Siſters of the deceaſed, or their 
Contorts 4, bilides bis mieity N. 
bew, and Nice, and ther Reiss 
to the mournful e,) of the 


A » Inter» 


The Epiſtle 
Intorment. Withix the time of our he- 
ing together upon this ſad accomnt this 
paſſage of the Plalmiſt here infficd 
on, came wo diſcomrſc among if be- 
introduced by an oxcaſion which 
1 then, it may be, wnkwowe 19 
the moi of you ) was jomerbat 
rare, aud wot wnwortby obſervation ; 
viz. That one of your ſelves , baving 
been ſometime before ſurpriſed with an 
mary adneſs, joined with an oxpe- 
Aten of ill tidings , wpon no known 
cauſe, bad ſo urgent an inculcation of 
theſe words, & not to be able to forbear 
the revolving them , much of the for- 
mer part « of that day, inthe letter part 
wheres the firſt notice was brought to 
that place of this ſo tcar @ Relations 
dcccaſe, 

Certain Months after, ſome of you- 
with whom I wa then converſant in 
London, ? rind me to bave ſome - 
what from me in writing wpon that 

— IWhorao 1 at Ingth agreed, 
Wil cautionary requeſt, That it 
might nt come into many bands, but 
might remain ( the occaſion was ) 
among your ſclves. Nor will I deny tt 
ts bave been ſome induceracitt to me 
fo 


Dedicatorv. 


to apply my thoughts to that Thea, 
that it bad bers ſo ſurged as was 
ſaid, For ſuch preſager and abodingr, 
* that abrve-mentioncd, may r(4/ na» 
bly be thought to owe themſcluer to 
[ome Me tcady and wnverſ al prime 
ciple, than Caſualty, of the party's 
awe Imagination: By whoſe more 
noble recommendation ( that ſuch 4 
gloomy Premonition might carry with 
it wt what ſhould only affiidt , but 
alſo infiruit and teach ) this Seed 
did ſcem Fere [15 our eveditation. 
Accordingly therefore , after my re- 
turn to the pi ce of my abode, 164 
flily drew wp the [nbftauce f the fol- 
lowing D. ur ſe » which, # YCar 477, 
I tranuſmutted it their bands who 
difired it from me, without r ſervins 
ty my ſelf any Copy. Hereby it bes 
came difficult to me. prefciety to come 
ply ( befides divers conſiderations 1 
micht bave again the thing it ſelf ) 
with that joins requeſ®s of ſome of 
yue ( ins Letter, which my renal 
its another Kingdom ocerfioncd to 
come long after to my bands) thee 1 
would conſent be Papors mich be 
made Publik. For 4 I bavercaſon #9 
A 5 be. 
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be conſcicus to my HF of diſadpan+ 


"| 


$Ragts CRONgo Io IICONTU TE BaHy Wiecr 
faking of DL id ; j am more 
Cpecis;) enlible . that {o curl ry a4 
J erfica.ss Mee of 2 SH 


ied jo very impartant, ( #6 
jri ate occaſion and Mien at fir! 
mught render it run to thoſe fem 
Nied, 111 nom wn ma an- 
wet bent be liable to the bard cenſ ure 
( not to fay the contonipe J-of many 
r bom D. 1 1610 h'nd 5 114 
wore al gacdiy ſerve, And th.rifores 
$1 th my TFIMHCAS be ene 
j be 
and (NA of andtper ate , my 
talac of your judgments why concc ide 
what is bie due may be 1 ul 
fueretls 1 nd my FRY reſpetis 140 
your eite, the m. irs and ppc 
Want; f s Fanny Z n bib Ce 
rein 19 I bave mw ny ou! | 
ons and wcrdrarments4 ds prevack 
with ms ot wh * L deny . I ct pare 
don me that I bave ſuſpended my 
conſent to this publication, till I 


1 
ſouls Da: e 4 Cot 75 ir mſmitted 7 me 


from m of you , j r my nee: ſary 
oo of ſo bafly a produdion, 1bat I 
mi;bs 


7 : : 
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The Epiſtle 
planted into another Countrey ). But 
that ſuch into wboſe bands thu little 
Treatiſe ſhall fall, may be induced to 
conſider the true en4 of their beings > 
to examine and diſcuſs the matter 
more throughly with themſelves, what 
it may or can be ſuppoſed ſuch a fart 
of Creatures was made and placed on 
this Eirth for : That when they ſhall 
hate reaſoned themſelves into a ſetled 
apprebenſion of the wortby and impor- 
tant Ends they are capable of attaining, - 
aud are viſibly deſigned to, They may be 
ſeized with a noble diſdain of living be- 
neath themſclues, and the bounty of 
their Creator, 

It is obviow to common obſervation, 
bow flagrant and intenſe a zeal, men 
are often wont to epre” for their per- 
ſonal reputation, the bonowr of their 
Families, yea or for theglory of their 
Nation; but b w few are atted by that 
more laudable and enlarged zeal for the 
dignity of Munkzjnd ? 

How few are they that reſent the 
common and vile depreſſion of their 
own ſpecies! Or that, while in things 
| of lighteſt conſideration they ſtrive with 
ö enulous endeavour, that they and 
| | their 


Dedicatory. 
their relatives may excel other men, ds 
reckon it @ reproach if in matters of 
the greateſt conſequence they and all 
men ſhould not excel Beaſts ! How few 
that are not contented to confine their 


utm ii deſigns and expefations within 


the ſame narrow limits! Through a 
mean and ingloriow ſelf-deſpiciency 
confeſſing in themſelves ( to the Truib i 
and their own wrong ) an incapacity 
of greater things ! and, with moſt in- 
juriow falſhood, proclaiming the ſame 
of all Mankind beſides ! 

If be that, amid the bazards of 4 
dubiow Warr, betrays the Intereſt and 
Honour of bis Countrey, be juſtly infa- 
mous , and thought wortby ſevereſt 
puniſhments; I ſee not why a debancht 
Scuſualiſt, that lives as if be were 
created only to indulge bis appetite; 
that ſo vilifier the notion of man, as if 
be were made but to cat, and drink, 
and ſport ; to pleaſe only bis ſenſe 
and fancy, that in this time and 
flate of conflit between the powers of 
this preſent world , and thoſe of the 
world to come , quits bis Party , bids 
open defiance to Humanity, abjures the 


Noble Principles and End:, forſaker 
ie 
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the Laws and Society of all that art wor- 
thy f0 be « ee med Nen, ab andons the 
COmmuyn and rational b pe of manu 
concerning a future immortality, and 
berds bimſclf among brute Creatures; 
I ſay, l ſec not wby ſuch a one ſhould 
ut be ſcorn d and abborr'd as a Tray- 
tor to the while Race and Nation of 
reaſonable Creatures , as @ fuginve 
from the Tits, and deſertor of the 
common Intorft of men; and thts. 
bath fr the vilendſs of bis pratiice, 
and the danger of bis example, 

And ibo, that bath open eyes, le- 
bold not the drealiful tinftances an 
increaſe of this dfefiim? hen it 
bath prevailed ta that degree al-cally, 
that ia Civilizd, yes in Chrilli 111 
Country ( they yet affcd to be 
cal) the pradliet is become f 1ſhi114+ 
ble and in credit; which can ſquare 
with 10 other Principle than thy ne 
belief of a future (tate, as if it were 
ut a meer Poc tick, or ( at i T1 1. 1 5 
litica!l Fidlion. And Af if jo * 5 ut 
infidelity wouid pretend t to 4 Come 
pence cui. but a ion . "rs rec 1 1. 
an odd and awncoul % for 4 mn 
10 live 4s if be tbo: „ n. 

is. 


Dedicatory. 
s great preſumption to ſeem to diſſeut 
from the propb ime in'idel Crew, As 
if the matter were already formally 
detcymined in tbe bebalf of Irreligion, 
aud the Dodlrine of the life to come 
544 been clearly condemned in pen 
Council, 4 detqtable Hereſic. For 
what Tenet was ever more expl ded 
and booted at, than that pratiice is 
which alone agrees with this ? Or what 
ſeries or courſe of repeated Vilanies 
can ever be mie ignominions than 
in vulgar eſtimate ) a courſe of life 
% tranjatied” as doth become the ce 
Clution of a Afi 4 immortality? Aud 
what? After jo much written and 
Jpokin by perſons of all times aud Re- 
ligions for the immortality of tbe bite 
mane Soul, and ſo common an achnow- 
ledzment thereof by Pagans , Maho- 
metans, Jews, and Chriſtians; Is 
man now at lat condemn'd and dom d 
to 4 perpetual death, as it were, by 
the e nent 4 ſuffrage ren of men; 
aid tbat too without trial or bearing? 
and not by the reaſon of men, but their 
lufis (niyf As if (ith aloud and. 
piolint cry) they would aſſaſſinate 
aud ſtiſie this belief and h pe, but not 


The Epiſtle 


judg it / And ſhall the matter be thus 

ven up 4s bopeleſs ? and the vidlory 
be yeilded to proſperous wickedneſs, and 
a too ſuccesful conſpiracy of vile Miſ- 
creants againſt both their Maker , and 
their own Stock and Race? 

One would think, whoſoever have re- 
maining in them any conſcience of ob- 
ligation and duty to the commu Pa- 
rent and Author of our Beings , any 
remembrance of our Divine Original, 
any breathing, of our ancient hope, 
| any ſenſe of bumane bimonr , any re- 
Jentments of ſo vile an indignity to 
the nature of man, any ſpark, of a 
juſt and generous indignation for ſo 
opprobrioms a comtumely to their own 
Kind and Order in the Creation ſhould 
oppoſe themſelves with an Heroick vigour 
to this treacherous and unnatural com- 
bination. 

And let us ( my wortby Friend; ) be 
provoked, in our ſeveral capacities to d 
our parts bercin; and, at leaſt, ſo to 
live, and converſe in this world, that 
the courſe and tenour of our lives may 
import an open aſſerting of our hope in 
another, and may let men [ce we are 
not aſhamed to own the belief of a life 


Dedicatory. 
to come: Let us by a patient comtinu- 
ance in well-doing ( bow low deſigns 
ſoever others content themſelves #0 
purſue ) ſeek bonowr, glory, and im- 
mortality to our ſelves ; and, by our 
avowed, warrantable ambition in this 
purſuit, juſtiſie our great and bountiful 
Creator, who bath made uw not in vain, 
but for ſo bigh and great things : And 
glorifie our bleſſed Redeemer , who 
amidji the gloomy and diſconſolate 
darkneſs of this wretched world, when 
it was overſpred with the ſhadow of 
death, bath brought life and immor- 
tality to light in the Goſpel. Let us la- 
bowr both 6» feet and expreſs he power 
of that Religion, which bath the in- 
ehoation of the ( participsted ) divine 
life, for its principle; and the perfe- 
ion and eternal perpetwation thereof, 
for its ſcope and end, 

Nor let the time that bath fince 
elapſed, be found to bave wn out 
with you the ( uſeful impreſſions which 
this monitory ſurpriſiug iuſtance of our 
Mortality did at firſt makg : But give 
me leave to inculcate from it what was 
ſaid to you when the occaſion was freſh 
and nem: That we labour more deeply 


The Epiltle 


to apprebend Gods dominion over bis 
Creatures; And that be made us prin- 
eipally for himſelf, and for ends that 
are to be compajt in the future ſtate; not 
for th. temporary ſatigfadli u and plea- 
ſure of one another in this world. 

Otberwile. Providence bad niver been 
guilty of ſuch a Solcciſm , to take out 
one from a Family long famous for (1 
exemplary neutinal love, and dipole him 
into ſo remote a fert; not permitting t 
moſt of bis ncareſi Relations the enq'y- 
ment of bim for alu i thirty years( and 
thoreix aff the fi mer) of bis ages, and 
at laſt, when you were expelling the 
man , ſend you beme he breathleſs 
frame wherein be lived, 

Tet it was n't contemptible that you 
bad that. And that dying ( Jol: ph) 
in a ſtrange Laid, be cave, alſo, com- 
maud ment concerning bis bone; that 
though, in bis life, be was (moſtly) ſe- 
par ited from bis brabren be mizbt 
in death be gathered to hi; fatbers, 

It was ſome widence ( thongh you 
wanted not betitcr ) that amid the 
Traffick of Spain, be more eteemes the 
Religion of England; and therefore, 
would rather bis duſt ſhould aff cit. 


with 
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. * . 5 # - 
with theirs, with whom allo be would 
rather bis [pirit ſhowld, 
But mDatover It dl 1 evidence. It ge- 
* 1 LS ff 
cal! ud 0 much, frat yia 044 ton 
ſo general meeting with one another, 
which otherwiſe , pr 
not bun bad, nor are likely again to 
bn > 5 b Pro: G #4 
we ( fo bath Providence ſcattered 
you ) in this world, Ant that it 
pr ped a more ſerious meeting than 
othermwile it micht : for, border it 


by. pen would 


migbi blameliſly bave been deſign 1 
be mt together at a cheerful T 
ble, God ſaw it fitter to order the 
mec ting at 4 mour ful grave 3 ans t2 
mH tbe H wle that reeetved you, 
( the native place to many of you ) 
the Hinſe of mourning rather than of 
feafting. The one would haue had mire 
quick, reliſh:s of a preſent pleaſure 1 
but tbe other was likely to yeild the 
more laſting jenſe of an aftcr-profie, 
Nor was it a# ill errand tr: come tage- 
ther ( thrugh from afar, for divers of 
you ) t1 learn to dye, Ar you might, 
by being ſo ſenſibly put in mind of it, 
though you did not fee that very part 
aticd it ſelf. 

And accept this indeavour to f:itr:i ver 


you 
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you in your preparations for that 


change, as ſome teſtimony of the re= © 
membrance I retain of your moſt obli- 
ging reſpells and love, and of my ſtil 


- 


continuing 
«ANTRIM, 
Aprit 12, Your affectionate and 
1871. reſpe&ful Kinſman 


and Servant in our 
common Lord , 


J. HOWE, 


— 


— —ę—— 


—— 


T H E 
Vanity of MAN 
AS 
MORT AL. 


going complaints trom the 37 verſe, 
| I 


PSAL. 89. 47,48. 
Remember how ſhort my time 
is : wherefore haſt thou made 
all men in vain sf 
What man is he that liveth, and 
ſhall not ſee death? Shall be 
deliver his ſoul from the hand 
of the grave? Selah, 


a E are not concerned 
to be particular and 
1 curious in the enquiry 


touching the ſpecial 
xelerence or occaſion of the ſore- 


* 
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you in your preparations for that 

— 7 as ſome teſtimony of the re- 

rembrance I retain of your moſt obli- 

ging reſpetls and love, and of my ſtil 
ANTRIM, 

dAprit 12, Your aſſectionate and 

1671, reſpe&ful Kinſman 


and Servant in our 
common Lord , 


J. HOWE, 


— — 


T H E 
Vanity of M ax 
AS 
MORTAL. 


| PS AL. 89. 47,48. 

Remember how ſhort my time 
is : wherefore haſt thou made 
all men in vain? 

What man is he that liveth, and 
ſhall not ſee death? Shall be 
deliver his ſoul from the hand 
of the grave? Selah, 


E are not concerned 
to be particular and 
curious in the enquiry 
touching the ſpecial 

reference or occaltion of the fore- 


going complaints trom the 37 verſe, AY 
It 1 


The Vanity of 
Tt is enduph to take notice, for our 


preiens tu that beides the evil 
Which td - '-cady betailn the Plaine 
tiff, a tart anger nearly threats 


ned nam, ent carricd death in the 
face of it, ar d (vggeited fomewhat 
frighttul appr-ficaftions of his mor- 
tal ste; which die from him 
this quick and fcolib.e petition in 
reference to his own private con- 
Cern, [ Kemocnmbiy bow Hort my tie 
is | and did pretently direct his cye 
with « tudd.n liner trom thc view 
oft hs own, tor: ect on the come 
mon condition oft man, whercot he 
cxpr: fIcs his rev nement, nett, in an 


' p £1 iulativn with God 
| Wig b iii thou made if mic tt 
ram? Then, iccondiy, in pathe- 
tick cilcourſe with hin ell, re- 


Prien ting th reaton of Citat 1 ugh 


Clargcys in matt bs be tht. Is 
Ti i Ind 47 hot (C K e F Shall 
be diliver, &c | g. d. When | add 
| [ :conhbdcration Of — mort 
time, that of dying-mankind, apd 
bed « dark and deadly hade 
unter overipreading the 
Wald, the whole fpecies of hu- 
m anc 


oo T2 


— 


Man as mortal. 
mane Creatures vaniſhing , quit- 
ting the ſtage round about me 
and diſappcaring almolt as tocn a 


they ſhew themiclves: Have I not 


a fair and plauſible ground for 
that ( ſeemingly rud- challenge e 
Why ist o unaccountable a 
Phanomenon? Such a Creiture made 
to no purpoic 5 The nob'cit part 
of this interior Creation broygie 
torth into being withoys 
ginable de liga? I know 
to unty the knot, upon this only 
view of the calc, or void the ab- 
ſurdity. Lis hard ſure to decline 
the ſuppolal (ot what it may yet 
ieem hard to fuppolc ) that ak men 
were made tt vain. 

It appcars the expoſtulation was 
ſomewhat pallionate , aud did pro- 
cecd upon the ſudden view of this 
diſconiolate cale, very abſtractly 
conudeted, and by it llt only; and 
that he did not in that inſtant look 
beyond it to a bettet and more come 
fort ible ſcenc of things. An cye 
blected with preſent forrow , ſees 
not (o far, nor comprchends fo 
much 4c one view, 45 it would at 
ad » 


V. 49+ 


The Vanity of 
another time ; or as it doth, pre- 
ſently, when rhe tear is wip't out, 
and its own beams have cleard it 


u 

"We ſee he did quickly look fur- 
ther, and had got a more light- 
ſome proſpect, when in the next 
words we hind him contemplating 
Gods ſworn loving-kindneſs unto Da- 
vid, The truth and fiability where- 
ot e ſame time cxpreſſy 
ack „ While only the 
form of his ſpecch doth but feem 
to 1 a doubt | where are 

J 


they? | But yet | they were ſworn 
in trut Upon which argument 
he had more copiouſly dilated in 
the former part of the Pſalm ; and 
it till lay deepin his foul, though 
he were now a little diverted 
_ the preſent conſideration 
it. 

Which, fince it turns the ſcales 
with him; It will be needful to 
enquire into the weight and im- 
port of it, Nor have we any rea- 
fon to think that David was either 
ſo little a Prophet or a Saint, as 
in his own thoughts to refer thole 
magm- 


. 
_ 


AYP Goo ae >a 


— 


* p * 


„ Saw gf +* 


* * 
As 


. 1 


Man as mortal, 
magnificent things (the inſtances 
of that loving-kindacts conftirm'd 
by Oath , which he recitcs from 
the 19 verſe of the Plalm to the 
38, as ſpoken from the mouth of 
God, and declared to him by vi- 
lion, to the dignity of his own per- 
ſon, and the grandicur and perpe- 
tuity of his Kingdom. As it it 
were ultimately meant ot him- 
(cit, that God would makg bim by 
firit-born , bigber than ibe Kings x 
the.carth, ( when there were di- 
vers greater Kings, and (in compa- 
rifun of the little tpot over which 
he reigned) a valltly ſpreading 
Monarchy , that ſtill overtopt him 
all his time, as the ſame and ſuc- 
cellive Mon archies did his Succeſ- 
ſors ) or that it was intended of 
the (ecular glory and ſtability of 
his Throne and Family + that God 


1. 


would make them to ondare for ever, v. 26. 


and be as the days of Heaven, that 
they ſhould be as the San before 
bim, and be ftablifht for cor as the 
Moon, and as A faithful witneſs in 
beben. 


3 That 


v. — 


The Vanity df 
That God himiclt meant it not 
ſo, experience and the event of 
things hath ſhown; and that theſe 
predictions cannot otherwile have 
had their accompliſhment , than 
in the lucctihon of the ſpiritual 
and cvcrlatting Kingdom of the 
AR. 2.30 Mcllah ( whom God railcd up 
out of his loins to fit on tis 
throne ) unto his temporal King- 
dom. Wherein "tis therefore end- 
cd by pcrtcion, rather than cor - 
ruptton. Theic Prophches being 
then made good, not formally, in 
the kind which they htcrally im- 
ported ; but with an ( highly te- 
dundant ) cquivalency in another 
( far more nub'e ) kind, In which 
enſe God's Covenant with him 
v. 26. muſt be underſtood, wiiich he in- 
34+ fittson fo much in this Plalm, cven 
unto that degree, as to challenge 
God upon it, as it in the gloomy 
diſpenlation ct this juncture ( fo 
tat did it darken his preſent ap- 
prehontion of things) he did actu- 
ally vacatc and make it void: 
7 +6, Though he ſufhcicntly cxprets his 
conti - 
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confidence, both before and after, 
that this could never be. But tis 
plain it hath been vacated long 
— ago, in the ſubvetſion of 
David's Kingdom; and in that we 
lee his Throne and Family have 
not been eſtabliſht for ever; have 
not endured as the days of Hea» 
ven ; if thoſe words hid no other 
than . their obvious aud hitcral 
mcaning. And if any would ima- 
gine a ſalve to the truth of God, 
dm the wickedacls of his poſte- 
rity , firſt making a breach, and 
diſobliging him; it is caprelly 


precluded by what we find inſert- 
cd ia reference to this very caſe: 
I. Dis children 7 i My [aw , my 30 


walk n't in my aden, &c. Then 
- : = * 1 . 4 

wil I tiſit thor 1h 1nity with the ro , 
&c, Nevertbelrſs my loving adac: 
if I n+ murterly te from bias, nor 
ſaffer my f arvfuircls fail. My Co- 
tant wil I x8 Urea , HOY 4:5e7 the 
thing that is gone out of my lips. All 
which is (olemniy fcaled up with 
this, Wer batte I ſ n in my buli- 
xeſs, that I wil! wor ye unte Darit 
E 2 . 


11. 


{2s 
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So that they that will make a fcru- 
ple to accuſe the Holy God ot 
talſhooJ in that which with to 
much folcmnity he hath promi- 
led and (worn, muſt not make any 
to admit his further intendment 
in theſe words. And that he had a 
further ( even a myſtical and ſpi- 
ritual ) intendment in this Cove+ 
nant with David, is yet more ſul- 
ly evident from that C4 the Pro- 
phet Iain, Ho every one that thirlt- 
eb, come ye #7 the waters, Kc. Ja- 
celine your car and come to me, A 
will mak, an everiaſting Covenant with 
you, even the ſure mercies of David. 
Bubold, I bave given bim for a Wit« 
wh 0 th. pe ple, a loader and crmmane 
der, &c. What means this univerſal 
invitation to all thirſty perſons, 
with the ſubjomcd encouragement 
ot making with them an everlaſting 
Covenant ( the fame which we have 
he te, no doubt, as to the principal 
parts, and which we find him men- 
tioning alſo, 2 Saw. 23.5. with cha- 
racers exactly correſponding to 
theſe of the Prophet) even the ſure 
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mercies of David? The mcaning (ure 
cou'd not be, that they ſhould 
be all Secular Kiags and Princes, 
and their poſterity after them for 
ever 4 which we ſce is the verbal 
ſound and tenor of this Covenant. 

And now hnce it is evident God 
intended a myſtery in this Cove- 
nant, we may be as well attured he 
intended no deccit, and that he de- 
hgncd not a delution to Did by 
the vition in which he gave it. Can 
we think he went about to gratife 
him with a fol:mn fiction n and 
draw him into a falſe and fancitul 
faith; or fv to hide his meaning 
from him, as to tempt him into the 
belief of what he never meant / Aud 
to what purpole was this to (p<cial 
Revelation by viſios, if it were not 
to be undcritood ttuly, at leaſt, ii not 
yet periectly and fully? It is lefe 
us theretore to collect, that Datid 
was not wholly uninſtructed how 
to refer all this to the Kingd m of 
the Meſſiah. And he hath given (uf- 
hcient teſtimony in that part of 84 
cred Writ Wer of God uſcd him 
B $ * 
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as Pen- man, that he was of another 
temper than to place the ſum and 
chict of his expectations, and con- 
ſolations, in his own aud his poſteri- 
tics worldly greatneſs. And to put 

Mat. 22. us out of doubt, our Saviour (who 
well knew his Spirit ) expreſly e- 
nough tells us, that be is ſpirit called 

ral. 116, bim Lord; when be ſaid, The Lord 
ſoid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my 
right band , vill I maky thy cnemics thy 
foor-flool. A plain diſcovery how he 
underfiood God's te vc latin touch» 
ing the future-concernments of his 
Kingdom (and the Covenant rela- 
ting thercto ) viz, as 8 figure and 
type of Chriſis, who muſt reign till 
all his encmics be ſubdued, 

Nor was he in that ignorance 2- 
bout the nature and defign of Chrilts 
Kingdom , but that he underſtood 
its reference to another world, and 
ſtate of things, cven beyond all the 
ſucceſhons ot time, and the morta! 
race of men; fo as to have his eye 
ned upon the happy eternity which 
a joytul rcfurrection muſt introduce, 
and whereot Chriits reſurrection 

ſhould 
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ſhould be the great and molt affu- 

ring Pledg. And of this we nzed no 

ſuller evidence than the pres 

words of the Apoſtle St. Pier, who Att. 2. 

after he had cited thoſe lofty tri- V. 35 Kc 

umphaut ſtrains of Davis, Pial. 16, 

$.9,10, 11, I bars fot the Led. 

W 4 before me : be 14 at my 

right band, I ſball wn be ed. 

Therefore my beart is (had, and my 

ghry rqaceth ; my ff 75 402 bl rot 

i bye, fr thou wilt not leave my 

ful in be ( or in the tate of dark- 

nels neither wilt this [ſuffer thy holy 

Que to fee C9 rWPtuon, Thos ir e Gow 

me the path of life. In thy preſence is 

fulneſrof joy 3, #t thy right band there 

are fle ure for evernnive, All which 

he tells us was ſpoken | concerning v. g. 

Chriſt I he more expreſly fub- 

joins, that David being a Propbet, aud 

knowing that God bad [worn with 4 

oath to him that of re fruit of bis 

* loins, according to the fb, be would 
yaiſe up Cbrii 1» fir on bis throne, He 
ſecing this before, ſpake of the re ur- 
reflion of Chrift, (it appears he ſpake V. t. 
not at random, but as knowing and 

B 4 lecing 


25, 
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ſceing before. what he ſpake ) That 
by foul was wot lift in bd, &c. nor 
can we think he thus rejoyces in 
another's rclurreQion , forgetting 
his own, 

And yet we have a further cvi- 
dence from the Apoſtle St. Pal, who 
sfhrms that the promiſe made to the 
fatbers. G { bad Nl. A to tleir chi- 
dren, in that be bad raiſed up Jeſu 
gan, 41 it i % written in the ſe- 
coed Pſalm, Ib art my Son, this 
«ay bave I begotten ther, and a7 n- 
cerning that be raiſcd him up from the 
doad, ww rw» more 18 rerarye Fo Corr upe 
tion, be 12.4 on this wiſe, I will give 
yu toe fare morcics of David, Which 
in 15 NOW If Fate it mult be under 
flood of ctetnal mercics, ſuch 36 
Chrilt's tctuttection, and triumph 
over the grave, doth enture to us 
He therctore Jook't upon what was 
ſpoken concerning his Kingdom 
here,as ſpoken ultimately of Chriſts, 
the Kingdom whereby he governs 
and conducts his faithful Subgzets, 
through all the troubles of Lite, and 
texrors of Death (though both 

where - 


= 
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whereot he himſelf as their King 
and Leader hath how the way } 
unto eternal blcfiednets, and upon 
the Covenant, made with him as the 
Covenant of God in Chriſt , con- 
cermng that bleficdnels, and the 
requilices thereto, Aud to fay no 
more in this argument } how other» 
wile can we conceive he thould have 
that tulncts of confolation in this 
Covenant, when hc lay 2 dying, a5 
we had him cxprefiing. 2 S. 2 
( for thele were fome of the lan 
words of David, as we (ce v. 1. tte 
bath mude with mv an ct rum Co + 
venant ordered in all thinzs and jare; 
for thi is alt mvy ſalvation, att at my 
Aire. What to great joy and ſalace 
cou'd a dying min take in a Cove 
nant made with him , When he had 
done with this world , and wzis to 
expect no more in it, if hc took nt 
not to concerns future bei dacts 
in another word Was it only tor 
the hoped proſperity of his Hout 
and Family when he was goac? This 
0 Which is the only thing we em 
talen on) he plainly (:cludes in the 
: 10 
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next words, — altbough be maky it 


mer te gere. 

Therefore it was his reflection 
upou t hoſe loving-kindnefſcs men- 
tioned in the former part of the 
Palm, contained in God's Cove- 
nant, and cortirmcd by his Oath, 
but undcritood according to the 
ſcnſc and import already declared, 
that cauſed this ſudden turn in Da- 
vid"'s ſpirit , And made him that 
lately ſpoke as out of a Golgotbs, as 
it he had nothing but death in his 
cye and thoughts z to ſpeak now in 
fo different a ſtrain, and (alter ſome 
additional pleadings, in which his 
faith further recovers it (elf ) to 
conclude this Plalm with ſolemn 
praiſc: Bleſſed be the Lord for cer. 
more, Amen and Amen. 

We (ce then the contemplation of 
his own and all mens mortality,ab- 
ſirsRly and alone conſide ted, cloa- 
thed his foul with black, wrapt it 
up in gloomy darknels , makes the 
whole Kind of Humane Creatures 
ſ:cm to him an obſcure ſhadow, an 
empty vanity: But his recalling 

wo 
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into his thoughts a ſucceeding fate 
ot immortal life, clcars up the day, 
makes him and a“ things appcar in 
another huc, gives a fair account 
why ſuch a Creature as Man was 
made; and therein makes the whole 
frame of things m this interior 
World, look with a comely aud 
well-compotcd atpect , as the pto- 
duct of a wile and rational dchign, 
Whence therctore we have this 
ground of diicourte tiirly before us 
in the words theamidelves:; 


That the 4 rs8 imme of mm. ont 
Earth, limited by 2 certain u- 
roiduble Death, If we confider it 
abftratily by ut ſelf , withowt re- 
ſpelt to @ ſuryre flate, carries 
that appar mee and ſped with 
it, ar if God bad mate all men 
i D473 


That is ſaid to be vain, according 


to the importance of the word gy 


here uſcd, which is cithet 


Falſe, 
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Falſe, a hftion, an appearance 
only, a ſhadow,or cva- 
nid thing 3 or, which is 

UVſcleſs, unprofitable, and to no 
valuable purpoſe. 


The litc of man, in the caſe now 
ſuppoſed, may be truly ttiked vain, 
cither way. And we (hall ſay ſome- 
what to each; but to the former 
more briefly, 

1, It were vain, 4. c. little other 
than a he. a meer ſhadow, a ſem - 
blance of Beeing. We muſt indeed, 
in the preſent caſe, even abitract 
him from himiclf, and conſider 
him only as a mortal dying thing; 
and as to that of him which is fo, 
what a contemptible nothing is he 
There is an appearance of fome- 
what; but (carch a little, and en- 
quire into it, and it vaniſhes into a 
meer nothing; is found a lye, a 
piece of falſhood, as it hedid but 
f-ign abceing, and were not. And 
{> we may ſuppoſe thePſalmiſt ſpeak · 
ing, upon the view of his own, and 
the 
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the common caſe of man, how faſt 
all were haſtning out of life z and 
laying down the becing which they 
rather ſeemed to have aſſumed and 
borrowed, than to poſſeſs and on: 
Lord , why haſt thou made Man 
ſuch a fictitious thing ? given him 
ſuch a mock-becing? Why haſt 
thou brought forth into the light 
ot this world fuch a fort of Crea- 
tures, that rather ſcem to be , than 
ate? That have ſo little of ſolid 
and ſubſtantial becing ? and ſo little 
deſerve to be taken for realitics* 
that only ferve to cheat one another 
into an opinion of their true exiſt- 
ence, and preſently vaniſh and con- 
tels their falſhood ? What hovering 
ſhadows, what uncertain Entities 
are they? In a moment they are 
and arc not, I know not when to 
lay I have (cen a man. It ſeems as if 
there were ſome ſuch things before 
my eyes; I perſwade my telt that 
I ice them move and walk to and 
tro, that I talk and converſe with 
them; But inſtantly my own ſenſe 
is ready to give my ſenſe the lye : 
They are on the ſudden dwindled 


away, 
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away, and force me, almoſt, to ac- 
knowledg a Dclution, I am but 
mockt with a ſhew; and what 
ſeem'd a reality, proves an Impo- 
ſture. Their pretence to beeing, is 
but fiction, and falſhood 3 a coꝛen- 
age of over-credulous unwary ſenſe, 
They only perſonate what, they axe 
thought to be; and quickly put off 
their very ſelves, as a diſguiſe, This 
is agreeable to the language of 
Scripture elſewhere, Swrely men of 
2. low degree are vanity, and men of bigh 
degree are a lyc, &c. 

In two teſpects may the prelent 
ſtate of man ſcem to approach near 
to nothingneſs; and lo admit this 
Rhetorication of the Pſalmiſt, as if 
he were in this ſenſe a vain thing, a 
tigment, or a lye, viz, in reſpect of 
the 

Minuteneſs, and 

Tiga, of this 
his ( matc1ial and periſhable ) bee» 
ing, 
1. The Minntencſs, the ſmall por- 
tion or degree of beeing which this 
mortal part of man hath in it. It is 
truly ſaid of all created things, 
T heir 


40 
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Their uon efſe , is more than their 
eſſe. They have more no-becing 
than becing. It is only ſome limit- 
ed portion that they have, but 
there is an intmitude of becing 
which they have not. And fo, com- 
ing infinitely nearer to nothingnels, 
than fulneſs of beeing, they may 
well enough wear the name of No- 
thing. Wherefore the firſt and Foun- 
tain-becing , juſtly appropriates to 
himſelf the name, I am; yea, tells 
us, Heis, and there is none beſides 
Him, thercin leaving no other name 
than that of Nothing, unto Crea- 
tures. And how much more may 
this be (aid of the material and 
mortal part, this outſide of man, 
whatever of him is obnoxious to 
death and the grave; which alone 
(abſtractly lookt on) is the ſubject 
of the Pſalmiff's preſent confidera- 
tion and dilcourle? 

By how much any thing hath 
more of Matter, it hath the lefs of 
actual Eſſence. Matter being rather 
a capacity of beeing, than beeing it 
ſelf, or a dark umbtage or ſhadow 
of it, actually nothing, but (. 


Ay 
þ 


19 


” 29 The Vanity of 
Plotin» , ( as arc the expreſſions 
En. 2-1-6 of a noble Philoſopher ) a mecr - ; 
Semblance, or a Lye, 4 
And it is the language not io 
Philoſophers only, but of the Holy 
Ghoſt concerning all the Nations 
of men, that they are as nothing, leſs 
tba nothing, and vanity. What a ſcar- 
city then, and penury of becing, 
muſt we ſuppoſe in each individu- 
al! cſpecially it we look alone up- 
on the outer part, or rather the 
umbrage or ſhadow of the man? 
2, The iwftability and fluidnels 
of it, The viſible and corporal bee- 
ing of man hath nothing ſteady or 
conſiſtent in it. Conſider his exte- 
rior frame and compoſition, he is, 
no time, all himſelf at once. There 
is acontinval defluence and acccls 
of parts; ſo that ſome account, 
Each Climacterick of his age chan - 
ges his whole Fabrick. Whence it 
would follow, that beſides his ſta» 
tique individuating Principle (from 
which we are now to abſtract ) no- 
thing of him remains; He is ano- 
ther thing, The former man is va- 
niſhcd and gone; while he is, he 
haltens 


Man as mortal. 21 
haſtens away; and within a little 

is not. In reſpect of the duration, 

as well as the degree of his becing, 

he is next to nothing. He opens his Job 27.19 
eye, and4s not. Gone in the twink- 

ling of an cye. There is nothing in 

him table enough, to admit a fixed 

look. So it is with the whole ſcene 

of things in this material world. As 

was the true Maxime of an Anci- 

ent: All things flow, nothing ſtays; Heracl. 
after the manner of a River. The 

ſame thing which the Apoſile's 

words more clegantly expreſs: The 

faſhion of this world paſſeth away. The ; Cor. 7- 
che me, the ſhew, the pageantry of 

it, He (peaks of it but as an appear- 

ance, as if he knew not whether to 

call it ſomething or nothing, it was 

ſo near to vaniſhing into nothing. 

And therefore he there requires,that 

the affections which mutual near- 

nels in relation challenges, be as if 

they were not: That we rejoyce in 
reference to one another,(even moſt 

nearly related, as the occaſion and 

{cope of his diſcourſe teach us to 
underſtand him) but as it we te- 

joyced not, and to weep as it we 

wept 
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wept not, Which implics, the ob- 
jects merit no more; and are them- 
ſelves as if they were not. Whence 
therefore a continued courſe of in- 
tenſe paſſion were very incongruous 

towards ſo diſcontinuing thin gs. 
And the whole ſtate of man be- 
ing but a ſhew, the pomp and glit- 
tering of the greateſt men, make the 
moſt ſplendid and conſpicuous part 
of it: yet all this we find is not o- 
therwile reckoned of, thai an image, 
a dream, a viſion of the night; every 
man at bis beſt (tate is altogether vanity, 
* 5.5. walkgth in a vain ſhew diſquietcth — 
Pal. 73. felf in vain, &c. Of all without ex- 
29, ception *tis pronounced man is like 
Pal, 35. 7 vanity, his — are as a ſhadow that 
5, 5. paſſeth may. As Ecclſialtes often, of 
alt ſublunary things, vanity of vani- 

ties, &c. 

2. But yet there is another noti- 
of | vain}, as it ſignifies wſeleſs, un- 
profitable, or tono purpoſe. And in 
this ſenſe alſo, if we confider the 
univerſal mortality of mankind 
without reſpect to a future ſtate 3 
There were a ſpecious ground for 
the expoſtulation, Why bat thou 

men in vain? Va- 
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Vanity in the former notion 
{peaks the emptineſs of a thing, ab- 
lolutely and in it ſelt conſidered 3 
In this latter relatively, as it is re- 
terred to and meaſured by an end. 
That is, in this ſenle, vain, which 
ler ves to no end, ot to no worthy 
and valuable end; which amounts 
to the ſame. For in as much as all 
ends, except the laſt, are means alſo 
to a further end; if the end im- 
mediatcly aimed at be vain and 
worthleſs, that which is referred 
to it, as it is ſo referred, cannot but 
be alſo vain. 

W hercupon now !et us make tri- 
al what end we could ia this caſe 
think man made for, | 

Which will beſt be done by taking 
ſome view 


1. Of his nature. 
22. Of the ends for which, up- 
on that ſuppolition, we 
mult ſuppoſe him made. 


I. Of the former neglecting the 
ſtrictneſs of Philoſophical diſquiſt- 


tion) no more is intended to be 
(aid 
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ſaid than may comport with the de- 
ſign of a popular diſcourſe, And it 
ſhall ſufhce therefore, only to take 
notice of what is more obvious in 
the nature of man, and ſubſervient 
to the preſent purpole. And yet 
we arc here to look turther than the 
meer ſurface and outlide of man, 
which we only conſidered before; 
and to view his nature, as it is in it 
ſ{clf: and not as the ſuppoſit ion of 
its baving notbing but what is mortal 
belonging to it, would make it: for as 
the cxility( and almoſt nothingnels) 
of man's being conſideted accor- 
ding to that ſuppoſition , did belt 
ſerve to exprels the vanity ot it, in 
the former notion that hath been 
— of a vain thing: So the excel- 
ency, and ſolid ſubſtantiality of it, 
conhidered as it is in it (elf, will con- 
duce moſt to the diſcovery of its 
vanity in this latter notion thereof, 
That is, if we firſt conſider that, 
and then the ſuppoſition of ſuch a 
Creaturc's being only made to pe- 
riſh. And if what ſhall be (aid here- 
in, do, in the ſcquel, tend to deſtroy 
that above · mention'd ſuppoſition, 

(as 
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(as it, being eſtabliſhed, would de · 
ſtroy the prime glory of Humane 
Nature) it can only be ſaid magna of 
veritss, &c. In the mean time we 
may take a view, in the nature of 
man, 

1, Of his Intelleflive Powers; 
Hereby he frames notions of things, 
even of ſuch things as are above 
the (phere of ſenſe , of moral good 
and ce vil, right and wrong, what is 
vertuous and what is vicious; of 
abſtract and univerſal natures. Yea, 
and of a firſt becing, and cauſe, and 
ot the wildom, power, goodneſs, 
and other pertections which muſt 
primarily agree to him, Hereby he 
athrms and denies one thing of auo- 
ther, as he obſerves them to agree 
and dilagrce, and diſcerus the truth 
and falſhood of what is ſpoken or 
deny'd. He doth hereby inter one 
thing trom another, and argue him- 
{elf into titm and unwavering aſſent 
to many thiogs, not only above the 
diſcovery of (cnſe, but directly 
contrary to their ſenlible appear- 
ances. 

2, His power of determining 

bim- 
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bimſclf , of chuſing and refuling, 
according as things are eſtimated, 
and do appcar to him. Where allo 
it is evident how far the objects 
which this faculty is ſometimes ex- 
erciſed about, do tranicend the 
reach of all ſenſible nature 3 as well 
as the peculiar nobleneſs and cxcc l- 
lency is remarkable of the faculty 
it (clf, 

It hath,often for its object, things 
of the higheſt nature, purely ſpiti- 
tual and divine; Vertue, Religion, 
God himſclt. So as that theſe ( the 
faculty being tepait'd only by ſan- 
Qityivg grace, not now firlt put 
into thc nature of man) are cho- 
{cn by ſome , and, where it is not 
ſo, retuled ("tis true) by the mot, 
but not by a mecr not-wil'ing of 
them ( as meer brutal appetite allo 
doth not-will them, which no 
way rcaches the notion of a rctu- 
ſal ) but by tejccting them, with 
a poktive avcrlion, and diſlike, 
wherein there is great iniquity and 
lin: which could not be but in a 
nature capable ot the oppolite tem- 


per, 
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And it is apparent this faculty 
hath the priviledg of determining 
it ſelt ; ſo as to be exempt from the 
neceſſitatiug influence of any thing 
forrcign to it. Upon the ſuppoſal 
whereot, the managery of all hu- 
mane aftiirs, all Trcatics between 
man and man, to induce a conſent 
to this or that,; The whole frame 
of government, all Legiſlation and 
diſtribution of publick Juſtice do de- 
pend. For take away this ſuppolſiti- 
on, and theſe will preſently appear 
moſt abſurd, and unjuſt. With what 
ſolemnity arc applications and ad- 
dreſſes made to the Will of man up- 
on all occaſions? How is it courted 
and ſolicited and ſued unto? But 
how abſurd were it ſo to treat the 
other Creatures , that act by a ne- 
cellity of Nature mall they do? to 
make ſupplications to the Wind, or 
propound articles to a Erute? And 
how unjuſt, to determine and inflict 
levere penaltics for unavoidable and 
neceſlitated actions and omillions ? 

Theſe things occugr to our felt 
notice, upon any(a more ſudden and 
curſory) view ot the nature of mag. 

And 


26 


The Vanity of 


And what ſhould hinder , but we 
may infer from theſe that there is 
ſurthet in his nature, 
. of capacity of an immortal 
ſtate, i. c. that his nature is ſuch, 
that he may, if God fo pleaſe , by 
the concurrent influence of his ordi- 
nary power, and providence, with- 
out the help of a miracle, ſubliſt in 
another ſtate of lite, after this, cven 
a ſtate that ſhall not be liable to that 
empairment and decay that we find 
this ſubz< to. More, is not (as yet 
contended for 35 and fo much me- 
thinks, none ſhould make a difficul- 
ty to admit, trom what is cvidently 
found in him. For it may wcll be 
ſuppoled that the admitting of this 
(at leaſt )will ſcem much more cate, 
to any tree and unpte judic'd reaſon, 
than to aſcribe the operations be- 
fore inſtanc*d ing to alterable or pe- 
riſhable matter, or indeed to any 
matter at all, It being july pre ſu- 
me d, that none will Aſctibe to mat - 
ter, as ſuch, the powers ol ratioci- 
nation or volition, For then every 
particle of matter mult needs be ta- 
tional, and intelligent (an high ad- 
Vance 
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vance to what one would never 
have thought at all ative ). And 
how unconccivable is it, that the 
minute particles of matter, in them- 
ſelves, each of them deſtitute of any 
ſuch powers, ſhould by their mutual 
intercourſe with one another, be- 
come furniſhe with them ! That 
they ſhould be able to underſtand, 
deliberate, reſolve, and chuſe, being 
aſſembled and duly diſpoſed in coun- 
ſel together; but, apart, reſt all in 
a deep and Nluggiſh ſilence B. ſides, 
if the particles of matter howloc- 
ver modifi'd, and moved, to the ut- 
moſt ſubtilty or tenuity, and to the 
higheſt vigour , ſhall then become 
intelligent and rational, How is ic 
that weoblerve not, as any matter 
is more ſubtil, and more (wittly and 
variouſly moved, it makes not a dif- 
cernably nearer approach , (pro- 
portionably ) to the faculty and 
power of reaſoning? And that no- 
thing more of an aptitude or ten- 
dency towards intelligence and 
wildom , is to be perceived in an 
aſpiring Flame, or a bris% Wind, 
than in a clod or a ftone? If to 

C un- 
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underſiand,to detine, to diſtinguiſh, 
to ſyllogize y be nothing clic but 
Ke agitation and cullifion of the 
minute parts of raritied matter 
among one another; methinks 
ſore happy Chymut or other, 
when he hath miſt his deſigned 
mark , ſhould have hit upon forme 
ſuch more noble product, and, 
by one or other proſperous ſubli- 
mation, have caulcd ſome tem- 
porary reſemblance (at leaſt ) of 
theſe operations. Or, it the paths 
of Nature , in theic affairs of the 
mind, be more abitruſc, and quite 
out of the reach and road of ar- 
tihcial atchicvement; Whence is 
it that Nature her felt (that is 
vainly enough ſuppoſe d by ſome to 
have been ſo happy, as by ſome 
calual firoaks to have fabricated 
the hiſt of humane Creatures, that 
have ſinct propagated themſelves 
is grown fo ctictc and dull, as ne- 
ver fince to hit upon any like eſſect 
in the like way, And that no Re- 
cords of any time or age give us the 
notice q ſome ſuch Creature (prung 


out of ſome Epicurean Womb — 
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the Earth, and claborated by the 
only immediate hand of Nature, ſo 
diſpoſing the parts of matter in its 
conſtitution, that it ſhould be able 
to perform the operations belong - 
ing to the mind of man. 

ut if we cannot with any tole- 
rable pretence or ſhew of reaſon 
attribute theſe operations to any 
meer matter, that there muſt be 
ſomewhat clic in man to which 
they may agree , that is diſhinck 
from his corruptible part; and 
that is therefore capable, by the 
advantage of its own nature of 
ſubliſlting hereafter (while God 
ſhall continue to it an influence 
agreeable to its nature, as he doth 
to other Creatures . 

And hence ſcems a modeſt and 
ſober deduCtion , That there is in 
the nature of man, at lcalt, a ca 
pacity of an immortal (late. . 

Now it we yet luppoſe there is 
#tlualy no ſuch fate tor man here- 
atter; It is our next butinels to 
view the ends tor which, upon 
that f(uppulition,, he may be 
thought to have been made, Whkence 

C 2 we 
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we ſhall ſoon ſce, there is not any 
of them whereot it may be aid, 
This is that he was creatcd for, 
as his edequate End. 

And here we have a double A- 
gent to be accommodated with a 
luitable End: 


Man now made. And 
God who made him. 


1. Man bimſclf. For it muſt be 
conlidered, that in as much as man 
is a Creature capable of propound- 
ing to himſclf an end, and of ac - 
ing knowingly and with delign 
towards it ( and indeed uncspa- 
ble of acting otherwiſe as a man): 
It would therctorc not be teaſons- 


ble ro ſpeak of him, in this di- 
ric, a5 it he were mcerly paſ- 
wwe, and to be acted only by ano- 


ther. But we muſt reckon him ob- 
liged, in ſubordination to his Ma- 
ker, to intend and purſue ( him- 
ſelf ) the proper nd ior which he 
appointed and made him. And 
in reaſon we arc to expect, that 
what God hath appointed to be 

has 
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his proper end, ſhould be ſuch as 
is in it felt moſt highly defirable, 
luitable to the utmoſt capacity of 
his nature, and attainable by his 
action , ſo carrying with it ſuffi- 
cient inducements , both of detire 
and hope , to a vigorous and ra- 
tional proſccution ot it. Thus we 
malt, at leaſt, conceive it to have 
been in the primitive inſtitution of 
man's end ( unto which the cxpo- 
ſtulation hath reference, Wherefore 
batt thou made all mon in vain? ) 

Kad we can think of no cnds 
which men cither do or ought to 
propound to themiclves, but by 
the direction of one of theſe 
principles, Senſe, Reajon , or Reli- 
gien. 

1. Soſe is actually the great Di- 
Qator to the moſt of men, and 4. 
facts, determines them to the mark 
and {cope which they purtue, and 
animates the whole purſuit. Not 
that ſenſe is by it (elf capable of 
deſigning an end, but it too ge- 
nerally inclines and byaſſes Reaton 
herein. So that Reaton hath no 
other hand in the bulineſs, than 
C 3 only 
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only as flave to State, to form 
the delign and contrive the me- 
thods which may moſt conduce to 
it , fr the gratification of fenfual 
appetite and inclination at laſt. 

And the appetitions of ſenſe 
( wherein it hath ſo much maſtery 
and dominion ) arc but ſuch as we 
nod enumecrat:d 1 Jobs 2, 16. the 
Lt of the eh, the l of the e, 
the prid: of le. Or (it we un- 
deritand the Apoſi c to uſe the name 
of luſt oby-ively ) the objects 
lulhcicut'y connote the appetity- 
ons thumiclves. All which may 
litly be rctcr'd to Senſe, cither the 
outward (enics , or the fancy and 
unagination, which, as defervedly, 
comes under the ame common 
denomination. 

Now who can think the (atisfy- 
ing of theſe luſts the commenſu- 
rate end of man? Who would 
not, upon the ſuppoſit ion of no 
higher, lay with the Fal, 
Wherefore batt tben made of men in 
vain? To what purpoſe was it for 
him to live in the world 4 few 
years, upon this account only, and 

lo 
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ſo go down to the place of filence ? 
What is there in the momentary ti + 
tillations of man's wanton ficſh; 
in his pleating-view of a Maſs of 
Treature ( which he never brought 
with him into the world, but only 
heaped together, and fo leaves 
not the world richer or poorer 
than he found it ) What is there 
in the applauſe and admiration ot 
tools ( as the greater part always 
arc) that we ſhould think it 
worth the while for man to have 
liv'd for theſe things? It the qus- 
lion were put, Wherefore did 
God make man ? Who would not 
be aſham'd fo to anſwer it, He 
made him to cat and drink and 
take his pleaſure; to gather up 
wealth for he knows not whos 
to uſe his inventions that each one 
may become a talk and wonder 
to the reſt; and then when he 
hath fetcht a few turns upon the 
Theater, and entertained the cyes 
of beholders with a ſhort ſcene of 
impertinencies, deſcend, and ne- 
ver be heard of more? What? 
that he ſhould come into the 
C 4 world 
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world ſurniſht with ſuch powers 
and endowments for this? It were 
a like caſc as if one ſhould beclad 
in ſcarlet to go to plough, or cu» 
rioully inſtructed in arts and (ci- 
ences to tend Hogs. 

Or, zh, it we riſe higher to 
the view of ſuch ends as more te- 
fined Reaſon may propoſe, with- 
in the compaſs only of this pre- 
ſent late; we will ſuppoſe that 
it be cithcr, 

The acquilition of much knows 
I:dp, the turniſhing his undetſtand- 
ing with ftore of choice and well- 
digeſted notions; that he may 
picalc himſclt in being or in ha- 
ving men think him } a learn'd 
Wight; Dcath robs away all his 
gun. And what is the world the 
better? How little ſhall he enrich 
the clods, among which he mut 
ſhortly lye dowa, and have his 
abode Or how little is the gain 
when the labour and travel oft © 
many years is all vaniſhed and 
blown away with the laſt puff of 
his dying-breath ? and the fruit 
that remains, is to have it Haid 
by 
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by thoſe that ſurvive, There lies 
learned du? That any part of his 
acquilitions in that kind deſcend 
to others, little betrers the caſe, 
when they that fucceed are all 
haſtcning down alſo into the ſame 
noble duſt. Behides that the in- 
creaſe of forrow, both becauſe 
the objects of his knowledg , the 
more he knows, do multiply the 
more upon him , ſo as to beget a 
deſpair of ever knowing fo much 
as he ſhall know himiclf to be 
ignorant of; And a thouſand 
doubts, about things he hath more 
deeply conhdered , which his more 
conmdent ( undiſcovered ) igno- 
rance never dreamt of or fulpect- 
ed. And thence an unquictocts and 
irecfolution of mind, which they 
that never drove af any uch mit 
arc more contcentedly } unic- 
quainted with. And allo b:caule, 
that by how much xnowledg hatih 
rend a man's foul, fo much 
it is more ſcuſibe and perceptive 
of troublclome impreſions trum 
the diorderly fate of tf iags wa 
the world, wiiich they that 
© 4 
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verſe only with carth and dirt, 
have not ſpirits clarified and fine 
cnough to teceq ve. So that except 
a man's knowing more than o- 
thers, were to be referr'd to ano- 
ther ate, the labour of attain- 
ing thereto, and other acceſſory 
diladvantages, would hardly ever 
be compenſated by the fruit or 
pleature of it. And unleſs a man 
would ſuppoſe himſelf made for 
torment, he would be ſhrewdly 
tempted to think a quiet and 
drowlic ignorance an happier 
late. 

Or if that a man's Reaſon, 
with a peculiarity of temper, guide 
him to an active, negotiating life, 
rather than that of contemplati- 
on, and determine him to the 
endeavour of fcrving mankind, 
or the community to which he 
bclorgs. By how much the wor- 
thier actions he performs, and by 
how much more he hath petſected 
and accompliſhe himiclt wich 
parts and promptitude for fuch 
actions, The lots and vanity is 
but the greater thetcby, fince he, 


and 
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and thoſe he affected to ſerve, arc 
all going down to the ſilent grave. 
Ot how little uſe arc the Politici» 
an , the Statcs-man, the Senator, 
the Judg, or the Eloquent man ? 
It we lay alide the conſideration 
of their ſubſerviency to the keep- 
ing the world in a more compu- 
44 and orderly fate, for the 
proſecution of the great deſigus 
of Eternity, when, cre long, all 
their thoughts ſhall periſh ! What 
matter were it what became of 
the world, whether it be wile or 
foolith, rich or poor, quiet or un- 
quict „ govern'd or ungovern'd ? 
Whoever ſhould make their order 
and tranquillity their fiudy , or 
that ſhould intend their thoughts 
and cndcavours to the tinding 
out the cxacteil methods and rules 
of government and policy, ſhou'd 
but do as they that thould ufc a 
great deal of pains and art in the 
curious adorning, and trimming up 
ot a dying perſon. Or as it fume 
one, among many cond« mned per= 
ſons, ſhould be very ſohcitous to 
have them march with him in 
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very exat order to the place of 
Exccution. If the World be not 
looked upon as a "tiring-room to 
dreis one's felt in, for an appear- 
ance on the Ercrnal Stage, but 
only as a great Charncl-houle, 
where they undreſs, and put off 
themſclves, to flcep in everiathng 
darkneſs; How can we think it 
worth a thought or to be the 
tubjet of any rational delign or 
carc* Who would not rather blets 
himſclf in a (more rational )neglect, 
and regardleſnels of all humane at- 
fairs? and account an unconcern- 
ed mdifterxency the higheſt Wü 
dom ? 

Yea , zal, It we ſuppoſe Fuli- 
gien (which we need not ( becauſe 
it 15 mentioned in this order) con- 
ceive ecxclulive oft Resſon, but ta- 
ther pertcCtive of it: Reaſon ba- 
ving thirſt found out God, Religion 
adorcs Him) to become with any, 
the Ruling-principle, and to have 
the duc cin and government of 
the Man, as to his way and end; 
How would cven that, languiſh 
with the beſt, were the conſide- 
rition 
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ration of a tuture ſtate laid abide, 
which, with ſo few , notwithitzad- 
ing it, hath any cficacy at all to 
command and govern their lives? 

Religion terminates upon God: 
And upon him under a double no- 
tion; cither as we delign ſervice 
and honour to bim, or 4s from 
him , we delign fatisfaction and 
bleſſedneſꝭ to our (cl ves. 

Now if a man's thoughts, and 
the intention of his mind be car- 
nied towards God under the for- 
mer not ion; How great an Ay 
and abatement muſt it nceds be to 
the vigour and zcal of his afte- 
Chon, who ſhall with the moſt 
lincere devotedne(ts apply himiclt 
to ſetve His intereſt and glory, 
to r<f{c&t upon the univerſal mor- 
tality of himiclt and mankind, 
without any hope of compenſati- 
on to it by a future immor ta- 
lity ? 

It is agreed on all hands, that 
the utmott contributions of Crca- 
furcs can add nothing to Him. 
And that our gloritying Him doth 
only conkift, cither in our acknow- 
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ledging Him glorious, our f(clves 3 
or tepteſenting him fo to others. 

But how little doth it ſiguitic? 
and how flat and low a thing 
would it ſcem , that I ſhould only 
turn mine cyc upwards, and 
think a few admiring-thoughts ot 
God this hour, while I appre- 
hend my ſelf liable to loſe my 
very thiaking-power , and whole 
becing the next Or it we could 
ſpread His juſt renown, and gain 
all che ſons of men to a concur» 
rence with us, in the adoring 
of His Soveraign Excellencies, 
how would it damp and ſliflc 
ſuch loyal and dutitul affection, 
to conlider, that the univerſal 
teſtimony, fo deſcrvedly given 
Him, (hall ſhortly ceaſe tor cvcr! 
And that infinitely bleſſed Being, 
be cre long ( again, as he was 
from Eternity betore) the only. 
Witnels of his own glory! 

And if the propenſion of a man's 
foul be towards God under the 
latter notion alſo, in order to a 
Jatiefattion that ſhall thence gc- 
crew to himſclf (which delign, 
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both in the purſuit and execution 
of it, is fo conjunct with the for- 
mer, that it cannot be ſcvet d) It 
cannot but be an unſpeakable di- 
minution and check to the high- 
eit delights in this kind, to think 
how ſoon they ſhall have an end. 
That the darkneſs and duſt of the 
grave (hall ſhortly obſcure and 
extinguiſh the glory of this light- 
tome ſcene. 

To think every time one enters 
that bleſied Preſence , for ought 
I know, I hall approach it no 
more! This is pollibly my laſt 
light of that — Face! my 
laſt raſt of thoſe enraviſhing plea» 
ſures! What bitterneſs muſt this 
inſuſe into the moſt delicious 
{weetneſs our ſtate could then ad- 
mit! And by how much more 
tree and large Grace ſhould be in 
its preſent communications and 
by how much any (ſoul ſhould b: 
more experienc't in the life ot 
God, and inured to divine de- 
lights, ſo much the more grie- 
vous and aftiictive rcſcarments it 
could not but have ot the ap- 
proaching, 
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proaching end of all; And be the 
more powerfully tempted to lay, 
Lord, why was I made in vain? 
How faint and languid would eu- 
deavours be after the knowledg 
of that God, whom I may but on- 
ly know, and dye? How impotent 
and incffectual would the attracti- 
ons of this end be to man in his 
texrene ſtate , to raiſe him above 
the world, and reſcue him from 
the power of ſenſible things, to 
engage him in the purſuit ot that 
ſanctity and purity which alone can 
qualine him for converſe with 
God, to bear him out in a con- 
flict againſt the ( more natural) in- 
clinations of ſenſe ; When it with 
much labour and painful ſtriving, 
much ſelt-denial, aud ſcvetity to 
the fleſh, any diſpoſition ſhould be 
attained to reliſh divine pleaſures, 
it be conſidered all the while, that 
the end of all may be as ſoon loſt 
as it is gained, And that poſlibly 
there may be no more than a mo- 
ments pleaſure to tecompence the 
pains and conflicts ot many ycars; 
although, in this caſe, the continual 

h. pe 


Man as mortal. 
hope and expectat ion of ſome far- 
ther manifeſtation and fruition, 
might much influence a perſon 


already holy, and a great lover - 


of God, unto a ſtedtaſt adher- 
ence to him yet how little would 
it do to make men ſuch, that arc 
= unſuitable and diſaffected to 

im? or even to recover ſuch out 
of their lapſes, and drowſic fits, 
that ate not altogether fo ? 

And it is further to be conlider- 
ed, that ſince God hath given man 
a beciog capable of ſubſiſting in 
another ſtate ( as doth appear by 
what hath been already faid ); 
And ſince he is theretore capable 
ot enioying a greater happineſs 
than his preſent (tate can admit of; 
that capacity will draw upon him 
a moſt indiſpen ſable obligation to 
intend that happincls as his end. 
For admit that there be no future 
ſtate for him, it is howeverimpol- 
'lible any man ſhould know there is 
none; and upon an impartial view 
of the whole cafe, he hath enough 
to render it (at leaſt ) far more 
likely to him that there is. And 

cer» 


45 


46 


The Vanity of 
certainly he cannot but be obliged 
to purſue the higheſt good ( even 
by the Law of Nature it fclf ) 
which his nature is capable of 
which probably he may attain, 
and which he is no where forbid- 
den by his Creator to aſpire unto. 
Whence therefore, it we now cir- 
cumſcribe him within the limits 
of this preſent mortal ſtate ; or 
if, for argument's ſake , we fup- 
poſe eventually there is no other; 


we mult not only confeſs that ca- 


pacity to be given him in vain, 
but that he is obliged alſo to em- 
ploy the principal endeavours of 
his life, and all his powers in 
vain (tor certainly his principal 
endeavour ought to be laid out in 
order to his principal end ): That 
is, to purſue that good which he 
may attain , but never ſhall; and 
which is poſſible to him, but not 
upon any terms future, 

And it it be admitted that the 
ſubject ſtate of man muſt ſilence 
all objections againſt any ſuch in- 
conſiſtencies, and make him con- 


tent to act in pure obedience to 
his 
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his Maker (whether he ſigniſie his 
will by the Law of Nature only, 
or by any politive Precept) though 
he ſhall not hereafter enjoy any 
permanent ſtate of bleſſedneſs, as 
the conſequent reward; That ver- 
tue and goodneſs, an holy rectitude 
of inclinations and actions, are re- 
ward cnough to themſelves. That 
there is that juſtice and (ſweetneſs in 
Religion, to oblige him to love, 
and reverence, and adore the Di- 
vine Majeſty this moment, though 
he were ſure to periſh tor ever, 
and be reduced to nothing the 
next, I (ay, admitting all this, 
vet 

2. Since the bleſſed God bim- 
ſelf is to be conlidered as the prin- 
cipal Agent and Deſigner in this 
enquiry 1 baſt tbow made all men 
in vain? | It is with modeſt and 
humble reverence to be conhidered, 
what end worthy of that intiaite- 
ly „ Beeing, he may be ſup- 
poled to have propounded to 
Himſelf, in forming ſuch a Crea- 
ture of ſo improvable a nature, 
and furniſhed with ſo noble facul- 
ries 
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ties and powers, for (0 tranſient 
and temporary a ſtate, And how 
well it will conſiſt with the mot 
obvious and unqueſtionable noti- 
ons we can have of an ablolutely 
perfect Being, and the Attributes 
which he moſt peculiarly challen- 
ges and appropriates to himlelt 
(ſo as not only to own , but to 
glory in them ) that he ſhould give 
becing not to ſome few only, but 
to the whole ſpecies of humane 
Creatures, and thercin communis» 
cate to them a nature capable of 
knowing, of loving, and enjoying 
himſelf in a bleſſed eternity, with 
a delign to continue them only 
tor {ome ſhort ſpace on carth, in 
a low imperſect ſtate, wherein 
they ſhall be liable to fink Gill 
lower to the vileſt debaſement of 
their natures, And yet, not for 
their tranigreſlion herein ( for *tis 
the mortality of man not by lin, 
but by Creation, or the deſigu of 
the Creator only, that is now ſup- 
poled ) but for his meer plcaſure 
to bercave them of being, and re- 
duce them all again to nothing? 
It 


Man a mortal. 


It is to be conſidered , whether 
thus to reſolve and do, can any 
way agree to God, according to 
our cleareſt and moſt aſſured con- 
ceptions of him; not trom our rea« 
{oning only, but his diſcovery of 
himſelf. For, otherwiſe, we ice, the 
impatation falls where we thould 
dread to let it reſt, of having made 
man in vain, 

He is, in common account, faid 
to act vainly, who acts beneath 
himlſclt, ſo 4s to put ſue an end alto- 
gether unworthy ot him, or none 
at all, 

"Tis true, that ſome ſingle acts 
may be done by great Perſons, as 2 
divertilement, without diſhonoura- 
ble reflection, that may ſcem much 
bencath them. And it any do ſtoop 
to very mcan oth:cs and employ- 
ments to do good , to help the di- 
ſircſled, and rchicve the miſerable, 
it is a glorious acqueſt;, and the 
greater they ate, the higher is the 
glory of their condeſcending good- 
nels, Benignity of nature, and a 
propenſion to the moſt unc xpected 
acts of a mercitul felt-d. pz. ion, 
when 


50 


The Vanity of 


when the caſe may require it , are 
the moſt comely ornaments of 
Princely Greatneſs , and out-ſhine 
the glory of the richeſt Diadem. 
But a wonted habitual courſe of 
mean actions, in great perſons, that 
ſpeak a low delign, or no deſign 
at all; but cither an humour to 
trifle, or a miſchievous nature 
and diſpolition , would never fail 
to be thought inglorious and infa- 
mous; as may be ſeen in the in- 
ſtances of Sardanapalw's (pinning, 
and Domitian's killing of Flies, 

When Wiſdom and Goodneſs are 
in conjunction with Power and 
Greatneſs , they never perſwade 
a deſcent but upon ſuch terms, and 
for ſuch purpoles, that a more glo- 
rious advancement ſhall enſue, 
Wiſdom foreſecing that end, and 
Goodneſs readily taking the way, 
which ( though it were moſt unde- 
figned, or not aimed at as an end) 
could not fail to efſect it. 

Not ate any Attributes* of the 
Divine Beeing more conſpicuous 
than thele z more teſtified by Him- 
(elt, or more generally acknow- 
ledged 
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ledged by all men that have not de - 
ny'd his exiſtence. Or if any have 
done that violence to their own 
minds, as to craſe and blot out 
thence the belief of an cxiſting 
Deity ; yet, at leaſt, while they de- 
ny it, they cannot but have this no- 
tion of what they deny; and grant 
that theſe are great perfect ions, 
and muſt agree to God, upon ſup- 
polition that He do exiſt, It there- 
tore He ſhould doany thing repug- 
nant to theſe, or we ſhould ſuppoſe 
Him to do fo, we ſhould thercin 
ſuppoſe Him to act below a God, 
and ſo, as were very unworthy of 
Him. 

And though it becomes us to be 
very difh dent of our own reaſon- 
ings, concerning the Counſcls and 
Deſigus of that Eternal Being: ſo 
as if we ſhould find him to aſſert 
any thing expreſly of himſelf, 
which we know not how to re- 
concile with our own preconcei- 
ved thoughts, therein to yeeld him 
the cauſc, and conteſs the debility of 
our underſtandings, Yet certainly 
it were great raſhnels, and * 
al 
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all pretence , to ſuppoſe any thing, 
which neither he faith of himſelt, 
nor we know how, conſiſtent ly, to 
think, 

Nor are we, in judging of his de- 
ſigns, to bring him down to our 
model, or meaſure him by man, 
whoſe deſigus do tor the molt part 


beſpeak only his own indigency, 


and ate levelled à his own advan- 
tage, and the bettering ſome way 
or other of his preſent condition. 
What ſocvetr the great God doth 
towards his Creatures, we mult un- 
deritand him to do, though with 
delign, yet from an exuberant ful- 
nels of life and becing, by which he 
is uncapable of an acceſſion to him- 
ſelfl. And hence that he can, in 
reference to himſelf, have no other 
inducement to ſuch action, be ſides 
the complacency which he takes 
in diffuling his free communicati- 
ons, ( for he exerciſes ling - Mud 


Jer. P24» neſs * judgment and right conſneſs 


in the carth , becauſe be deligbts in 
theſe things ); and the maintain- 
ing the juſt honour and reputation 
ot his government over his Crea- 
tures, 
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tures, who as they arc of him, and Rom. 17. 


through him, mult be all to 
him, that he may have glqry tos 
ever. 1 
Now though it be moſt un- 
doubtedly truc , that the Sove- 
raignty of his power, and domi- 
nion over his Creatures fot which 
he hath no necd, and to whom 
he ſo freely gave beeſng) is ſo 


abſolute and unlimited, that, it 


we coulider that only, we muſt 
acknowiledg he might create a 
Man or an Angel, and anniiulate 
him preſent y: yea, that he might, 
it he lo pleased, raiſe up many 
Thouſand Worlds of intelligent 
and innocent Creatures into be- 
ing in one moment, and throw 
them into nothing again the very 
next monicnr, 

Yer how vawarrantably ſhould 
we maim the notion ot God, it 
we (ſhould conceive of him only, 
according to one Artribure , le- 
cluding the conſide tation of the 
reſt! Huw milhapen an Idea 
ſhould we bat of him in our 
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minds! And h»w would it deform 
the face of Providence , aud fpoil 
the Decorum of his Adminiſtrati- 
ons, it they ſhould be the effects 
ct one liagle Attribute only, the 
other having no influcnce on the 
affairs of the world! If nothing 
but Mercy ſhould appear in his 
dilpentations towards hioful man, 
ſo that every man wight do what 
were good in his own eyes, with» 
out cauſc of fear to he called to ac - 
count; It the moſt diflolute and 
prophane were «qually affurcd of 
his favour, wu tho't wiv arc 
moit holy, and fſtr.t'y regular in 
all tir converſation; what 
would be thougtrt of Grd and 
Religion ? Or how ſhould we la- 
vour the notion of an impure 
Deity taking plcalure to indulge 
the wickcdnets of men? And u 
Juſtice alune have the whole ma- 
nagement of Aﬀaies, and every 
act of fin be followed with an 
act of fuddcn VENgeance , and the 
whole world become « flaming» 
Theater, and all men held in an 


hope - 
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hopeleſs expeRation of fiery indig 
nation, and of judgment without 
mercy z What would become of 
that amiable Repreſentation, and 
the conſolatory thoughts we have 
of God, and of that love and 
duty which ſome fouls do bear 
towards him Or it Power 
ſhould affect daily to ſhew it (elf 
in univerſal appearances and et- 
its, in changing every hour the 
ihipss of the Terreltrial Crea- 
tures, in perpetual quick innova- 
tions of the courſes of the Cele» 
ftial, with a thouland more 
winds of prodigious events that 
might be the hourly cies of 
unhmited power 3 How were the 
order of the World difturb d, 
and how unlovely an Idca would 
it beger in every intelligent Crca- 
ture, of im that madc and rules 
? Yet is it from no detect of 
Mercy, that all men arc not 
equally favoured and bleſſed of 
Gad, nor of Juſtice , that a lpee- 
dy vengeance is not taken on all; 
nor of Power, thit the World is 
D 2 nar 
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not Med with aſtoniſhing won- 
dens eviry days but rather from 
thu uncxc (hvencis and that they 
make that be d temperature 
where they tende, and arc Cxcr-« 
ciled info exit proportion , that 
nothing u ever done unworthy of 
Him who 15, once, but h peric oy 
Mercitul, and Jult , and Powcr ul, 
and Wilr, and hath all Perle chions 
emin atly comprehended and uni- 
ted in Hs own moſt imple Be- 
ing. 

It were therefore besides the 
Purpose to wilt on y what Sovc- 
raiga Power, conhlidered apart, 
might do, but we arc to confi» 
der what may be congruous to 
Him to do, who u inhaitcly 
Wilc and Good , as well as Pow- 
crtul. 

1. And firſt, let it be weighed, 
how it may (quare with this Di- 
vine Wildom to give being to a 
Worid ot rcalonablc Creatures,and 
giving them only a ſhort time of 
abudc being, to abandon them 
to a perpctual annihilation. 

Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom in any Agent muſt 
needs ſuppoſe the intention of 
ſome valuable End ot his action, 
And the Divine Witdom where- 
in it hath any End divers from 
that which his purs Goodacts 
and Benignity towards his Crea 
turcs would incliagc him to ( which 
alſo we muſt conceive it moſt in- 
tent to promote and further) 
cannot but have it chictly ia de- 
light 1 it being determin.d that his 
goodnels ſhould open it le, and 
break forth into a Creation, and 
that of reaſonable Creaturcs, 6 
to manage his govcrament over 
theſe (Which indecd are the only 
ſubjects of govcrament in the 
lirict and proper notion Of it } 35 
may moſt preterve his authority, 
aud keep up his juſt intereſt in 
them, both by recommending 
him to their car, and love 5 0 
poſſcls them with that due and ne- 
cellary reverence of him, that 
may reſtrain them from contemp- 
tuous haning and fo endeit his 
government to them, as to cngige 
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them to a placid and free obedi- 
ence. 

But how little would it agree 
with this delign of the Divine 
Wiſdom , to have made man only 
for this temporary ſtate ? 

For, 

1. How little would it tend to 
the begerting and fetling that 
ſcar of God im the hearts of men, 
that were neceilary to preferve 
his authority and government 
from 2 prophanc contempt , where- 
as daily expericnce ſhews, that 
there's now no diftcreuce made 
between them that Kar Guy, und 
them thit frar him not, unk 
wherein the former arc worſe 
dealt with, and more <cxpolcd to 
(ufferings and wrongs; That at 
leaſt dis often ( yea for the molt 
part) ſo, that to depart from 
miquity is to make one's (clt a 
prey that thoſe who proſcis and 
evidence the moſt entire devored. 
neſs to God, and pay the great- 
eſt oblervance and duty to him, 
become a common (corn upon this 

very 
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very account; and arc in conti- 
nual danger to be caten vp «as 
bread , by thoſe that call not up- 
on God, while, in the mean time, 
the Tabernacles of Robbers pro- 
ſper , and they that provoke God 
are (ccure, arc not plagued as 
other men, nor im trouble as other 
men. And judgment is not here 
executed for wicked works in this 
world: It allo nothing is to be 
expected (either of good or evil ) 
in another, who is Iikely to be 
induced ( in this calc) to cat 
God, or be ſubject to him? And 
how unlike is this to the wildom 
ot the Supream Ruler, to cxpole 
his moſt Rightful and Soveraign 
Authority, to the fearlets and in- 
folent affronts of his own tevolted 
Creatures, without any dchgn ot 
future reparation to it | as it he 
had created them on purpote on- 
ly to curſe him, and dye But he 
hath prevented the occaſion of fo 
reproachtul a C:nfure, and thought 
he to fill his Word end the Con- 
ſciences of guilty finners with 
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threats and dreadful prefages of 2 
future judgment, and ate of pun- 
dhment, To which he is no bits 
concern'd, both in point of wil- 
dom and veracity ( and I may add, 
of Legal Juſtice) to make the 
event coricipond , that he may 
neither be tound to have omiricd 
any due courſe, for prevention or 
redre(s of fo great an evil; and 
that, if the cthreatning do not et- 
tctually over-awe hinners, the exc» 
cution may , at leaſt, right himſelf : 
And that, in the mean time, he do 
not ( thit which wou'd leaft of all 
become him , and which were mot 
repugnant to his nature ) make uſe 
o a folema tction to keep the 
world ia order, and maintain bis 
government by fallhbood and de- 
cer, that u, by threatning what he 
Knows (hall vet be. 

2, Nor were there (in the cafc 
all along fuppoicd } a more proba + 
ble provily m made — conciliate 
and procure to the Divine Maje+ 
ily the love which it is requifite he 
ſhould have from the cluldren of 
mon, Aud 


* 
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And this cannot but be thought 
another apt method for his wiſdom 
to pitch upon, to render his ga- 
vernment acceptabie , and to en- 
gage meu to that free aud comm 
placental fubyeAtion which is fluits* 
ble to s God. For how can that 
hal and dut ul ecm over be 
the genuine product or imprets of 
ſuch a repreientation of the calc 
between God and them 4 that is, 
that they ſhall be mot wndiipents- 
bly cbliged to devote theit whole 
being, and all their power s, en- 
tirely to this Service and Iaterctt 1 
exictly to obſerve his icke 
Laws, to keep under the ct 
reftraint their moſt innate relu- 
Cant mc hne me and Nine men 
time espect the admunittgations of 
Providence to be iu We. WT » i1ds 
them, that they (hill had badet 
ulige ail teu days, than hy 
moſt inloicent and treccunct Able 

mics, and at lat loc their ve- 
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pence. Is this a likely way to pro- 
cure love, and to captivate hearts 
into an affcionate and tree obedi- 
ence? Or what is it probable to 
produce, but « fowr and fullen 
deſpondency , the extinGtion of all 
generous aflection, and a temper 
more agreeable to a forc'd en- 
thralment to ſome malignant in- 
ſulting Genius, than a willing ſub- 
ection to the God of all Grace and 
Love ? 

And every one will be ready to 
lay, There is little of wiſdom in 
that Government , the adminiſtra- 
tion whereot is neither apt to be- 
get fear or love in thole that arc 
lubzeRt to it: but cither through 
the want of the one to be deſpiſed, 
or to be regretted through the 
want of the other. 

And this being the very calc, up- 
on {uppolition of no future ſtates 
It ſeems altogether unworthy of 
the Divine Wiſdom, that fuch a 
Creature ſhould ever have been 
made, as Man, upon which no 
end is attainable ( as the courſe of 
Pro- 
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Providence commonly runs in this 
world ) in compariſon whereof, it 
were not bettet, and morc hogou« 
rable to his Maker , (bee me- 
ecſt it is the part of his wildons to 
conſult) that he had never been. 
And therefore as to God , and the 
juſt and worthy defigns of his glo- 
ry, he would cem upon this tup- 
polit ion wholly grade in ban. 

2, And Secondly , How congru- 
ous and agreeable would this tup- 
polition prove to the Goodocls of 
God ? As that other Attribute of 
Wiidom doth more cl{pecially te- 
ſpect His own intereſt; fo doth 
this, the intereſt of his Creatures; 
That is, if it be underſtood, not in 
. s Metsphyſcal, but in a Moral 
ſenic, as it imports a propcnlity 
and ſteddy bent of will unto benc- 
taction, according to that ct the 
P almnilt X Thu art 'C 45 and eat. 1196. 
good, 

1 And this free and generous Prin- 
ciple it u, which gives the firfl 
nie and beginning to all the de- 
Uns any way relpeGting the well- 
being 


. 
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bring and happineſs of Creatures, 
which, then, infinite wiſdom forms 
and manages to their full iffues 
and accompliſhment, guiding ( as 
it were) the hand of Almighty 
Power in the execution of them. 
That there ſhould be a Creatr- 
on, we may conceive to be the firſt 
Dictate of this Immenſe Good- 
nels, which afterwards diffuſcs it 
fel{ through the whole, in com- 
munications agrecable to the na- 
ture of cvery Creature. So that 
even this inferior, and leſs noble 


Plal. 23.5 part, the Earth, is ful ff the good- 


welr of the Lord, 

Ie creates feſt its own objeet, 
and then pours forth it {cit upon it 
with inhaite delight, rewarding 
the expence with the pleature of 
doing good. 

Now it we ſhould ſuppoſe ſuch 
a Creature as Man made only tor 
that ſhort time and low ate, 
which we {ce to be allotted him 
in this world; It were neither 
gifhcult, not enough, to tecon- 
cile the Hyporbefir with rict Juſtice, 

which 
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which upon the ground of abſolute 
domimon , way do what it will 
with its own : But the ill accord 
it ſeems to have with fo large 
and abounding Goodneſs, renders 
it very unlike the Diſpenſation 
of the bleſſed God. No enjoy- 
ment being in that caſe afforded 
to this fort of Creatures, agreca- 
ble to their common nature and 
capacity , cither in degree ot c- 
bn, 

Not in degree: for who fees 
not that the nature of man is ca 
pable of greater things than he 
here enjoys ? and where that ca- 
pacity is reſcued from the cor- 
ruption that narrows and debalcs 
it, how i(enlib'y do holy fouls 
reſent and bewail their preſent 
ſt.tc, as a fate of impert cen! 
With how fervent and vehement 
delires and groans do they alpire 
and pant after an higher and more 
perte &t ' We that are 14 this taber- 
nacle ds groan , being burdened; not 
for that we would be wncl:thed (that 
u not cnongh, to be delivered 
vut 
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out of the miſcrics of life, by lay- 
ing down this paſſive part, is not 
that which will terminate their 
deres) but clotbed wpon, that 


mortality might be ſwalowed up of 


Co 

Theirs arc not brutal groans, 
the complaint of oppreſt lenkitive 
nature under a preſent evil; but 
rational and ſpiritual, the ex- 
preſſioms of defire firongly carri'd 
to purſue an apprehended ſuitable 


The trueſt notion we can yet 
have of the primitive nature and 
capacity of man, is by bcholding 
it in its gradual reſtitution, And 
is it agrecable to the goodneſs of 
God to put fuch a nature into 
any, and with-hold the ſuitable 
objet ? As if it were a plcalure 
to him to behold the work of his 
own hands ſpending it (elf in 
weary ltruglings towards him, and 
vext all the while it continues in 
being, with the dete of what 
it ſhall never cnjoy ? and which 
he hath made it delire, and 
therein 
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therein encouraged it to exped ? 
Nor in cwtinwance: For I 
luppole it already evident, that 
the nature of man is capable (in 
reſpect of his principal part ) of 
perpetuity, and fo of enjoying a 
telicity hereafter, that ſhall be 
permanent and know no end. And 
i feems no way congruous to fo 
large Goodneſs, to fifle a capact- 
ty whereof it was it (elf the Au- 
thor , and deſtroy its own work. 
For it the Being of man is in- 
tended for fo ſhort a continuance, 
cither he may have the knowledg 
of this determination concerning 
him , or not: It he cannot have 
the knowledg of it , why ſhould 
any one fay what they cannot 
know, or put fuch a thing upon 
God, that is fo vilely reflecting, 
and diſhunourable to him * If he 
may have the knowledg of it, 
then doth he ſeem a Creature 
made for torment , while, by an 
calic refietion upon himſelt, he 
may diſcern he is not uncapable 
of a perpetual fate; and is yet 
brought 
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brought forth into the light, to 
be, cre long, cextinguiſh't, and 
ſhut up in everlaſting darkneſs. 
And who can think this a thing 
worthy of infinite and eternal 
Goodneſs ? Bclhides (as hath been 
inhilted before ) that this torture, 
proceeding from ſo (ad an expecta- 
tion , cannot but be moſt grievous 
and afflictive to the beſt. Whence 
the Apoſtle tells us, that Chriſti- 
ans, if in this life only they bad 
Cor. 16. hepe, were of all men mojt miſerable, 
19. So that it were more delirable ne- 
ver to have been. If any pet, tall 
hereafter into a tate to which they 
would prefer perpetual annihilati- 
on, in as much as it is wholly by 
their own default, it no way te- 
fi-&s upon Divine Goodneis, But 

it would be a diſhonourable tf 
ction rather upon that Author 
and Fountain of all Goodnels, it he 
ſhould not expreſs himſelſ wile and 
juſt as well as good ; as it would 
upon a man,e{pecially a Ruler over 
others, it that which we call good 
nature were count with tal 
dity, 
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dity , or an inſenſibleneſs of what- 
ſocver affronts to his Perſon and 
Government. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it 
ſec ms moſt repugnant to theſe 
great Attributes of the Divine 
Being, ta have made man only for 
this preſent ttate. That to think ſo, 
werte to conceive unworthily of him, 
as it he had acted much beneath 
himſclf, and done a vain thing in 
making ſuch a Creature, no end 
being attainable by it , which we 
can ſuppoſe either his Wiſdom or 
Goodnelis to aim at. 

It any would imagine to them- 
ſelves an expedient, by ſuppoſing 
an eternal ſucceſſion of humane 
generations , upon whom the Wit- 
dom and Goodncts of God might 
have a perpetual excrcile in the 
government and fuſtentation oft 
them for their appointed times: 
This would be far from ſatisfying, 
as to cither ; but would rather 
encreaſe the difficulty. For there 
would be the ſame temptation 
upon all the Individuals; to con- 
tema 
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temn or regret the Government 
of their Maker. 

So that he ſhould hereby even 
eternize his own reproach z and 
ſhould always, in every ſucceſſi- 
on, have ſtill the fame craving 
appetites returning, and expecta- 
tions never to be ſatisfied; which 
were as repugnant to all he hath 
diſcovercd to us of his nature, as 
any thiag we can ſuppole. 

Though ſome perſons of a light 
and di ſultory humour, might ima- 
sine to themſelves a pleaſure in 
it, if they had the power to 
make ſuch a rotation of things, 
riſing and falling, coming and 
paſſing away, at their beck and 
command, and ſuch as were of a 
Sanguinary Temper, might {port 
themſclvcs in raiſing up and lop- 
ping off lives at pleaſure with an 
arbitrary hand. Yet ſure they 
would never gain by it the eſteem 
of being either wile or good; and 
would "tis like, in time, grow 
weary of the ſport, But to form 
to our ſelves ſuch Idea's of the 
ble ſled 


| 
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ble led God, were an injury not 
inferior to the vety denial of his 
being, 

His providence towards the in- 
ferior Creatures, hath no reſem- 
blance of any ſuch thing; whom 
his bounty ſuſtains agreeably to 
their natures, who have no fore- 
light of their own ceſſation from 
being, to keep them in a conti- 
nual death by the expectation of 
if, And who ſcrve to valuable and 
reaſonable purpoſes, while they are 
continued, for they are uſctul, 
partly to the ſuſtentation of man. 
aug ny to his inſtruction, in 
order to his higher Ends. 

And though esch individual 
of them do not actually fo, it is 
luthcient that the (everal kinds of 
them arc naturally apt thereto, 
which are propagated according 
to a ſetled courſe and Law of 
Nature in their individuals, And 
it all immediately ferve not man, 
yet they do it mediately in ſer- 
ving thoſe that mote immediate» 
ly do. Beſides that when ſuch a 
work 
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work was to be done, as the ſur - 
niſhing out, and accompliſhing 
this lower world; It was meet all 
things ſhould be in number, weight 
and mraſurc, and correſpond in 
every part. As if one build a 
Houle tor entertainment , though 
the more nabe Rooms only do 
come in view, yet all the reſt are 
made an{w-rably decent, on ſup- 
polition that they may. It was be- 
coming the auguſt and great Lord 
of this world, that it have in it, 
not only what may fuſtzia the 
| indigent, but gratitic the contem- 
4 plative, by freſh varicty; who 
| would be apt to grow remils by 
converting only with what were 
of every days obſervation. Nor 
was that a low end, when ſuch 
contemplation hath fo direct a 
tendency to raile a conſideting 
mind to the fight, and love, and 
praiſe of the Supream Being, that 
hath ſtampt fo lively fGignatures 
and prints of his own periection 

upon all his works, 
It it be ſaid , Man might be in 
the 
— 
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the lame kind ſerviceable to the 
contemplation of Angels, though 
he were himiclt never to know 
any other than this mortal ſtate. 
"Tis true, that he might fo 3 but 
yet the incongruitics were no way 
ſalved, of Gcd's putting a capa» 
city and expectation into his na- 
ture of a better fiate. Of his 
dealing ſo hardly with them, that 
he hath procured to love him. 
Ot his never vindicating their high 
contempt, that ſpent their days 
in rebellion againſt him. 

Belides, that theſe were ill pre- 
cedents, and no pleaſant Theams 
for the view of an Angelical 
mind. And it they fce a nature 
extinct, capable of their (tate, 
what might they lulpect of their 
own ? 

So that which way {ocver we 
furn our thoughts, we ill fee 
that man's mortality, and liable- 
nels to an unavoidable death , ab- 
ſtracted from the thoughts ot anv- 
ther ſtate, carry that conſtant al- 
pe, as it all men were made iu vain, 


What © 
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What remains then, bat that 
we conclude tence, we ought 
not too much, os too long, thus 
to abſttact nor too cloſely con- 
fine our % to n dark and gloo- 
my Theam, Drath, and the 
Grave, ot with-hold it from look- 
ing further. For far be it from us 
to think the wiſe and holy God 
hath given bcing to man ( and 
conſequently exerciled a long con- 
tinued (cries of Providence tho- 
rough ſo many ſucceſſive Ages to- 
wards him) in vain, 

Nothing but a proſpect of ano- 
ther ſtate can ſolve the knot, and 
work through the preſent difhcul- 
ty, can give us attue account of 
man, and what he was made 
for. 

Therefore ſince it would be 
prophane and impious, fad and 
uncomfortable, a blaſphemy to 
our Maker, and a torture to our 
ſelves, to ſpeak it as our ſetled 
apprehenſion and judgment, That 
God had made man to no pur- 


purpoſe: We are obliged and con- 


cetucd, 
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cerned , bots in ie to Him, 
and compullion to cur frlives, fo 
to repretent the ale, as that we 
may be able to remove to un- 
worthy and black a thought to 
the greateſt diltance from us, both 
in it ſelf, and whatſoever pra- 
ctiſe would be conſequent there» 
to. That is, to conclude, That 
certainly there muſt be another 
ſtate after this; and according- 
ly cer our courſe. 


The Improvement then of the 
foregoing Diſcourſe, will have a 
double aſpet 


ndements, 
On our 11. 

1, On our Judgment, To ſettle 
this great Principle of Truth in 
them, The certain futurity of ano= 
ther flate, aftcr this life is over. 
Unto which this preſent (ate is 
only preparatory and introdu- 
ctive. 

For whereas we can never give a 
rational 


The Vanity of 


rational account why ſuch a Crea- 
ture as min w.s made, if we con- 
hne all our ppichenſions conccr- 
ning him to his preſent (tate on 
earth: Let them once tranſcend 
thoſe narrow limits, flye over in- 
to ctcrnity , and behold him made 
for an everlaſting ſtate hereaſter; 
and the difficulty now vanithes, 
the wholc affair looks with a 
comely and befitting aſpect. 

For we may now tepteſcut the 
caſe thus to our (elves. That 
man was put into this terreſtrial 
ſtate and dwelling, by the wile 
and rightcous delignation of his 
great Creator and Lord, that his 
Loyalty to him amidſt the temp- 
tations and cnticements of ſenſible 
things, might be tried a while : 
That revoiting from Him, he is 
only leit to feel here the juſt 
ſmart of his cauſcleſs deſection. 
That yet ſuch farther methods 
are uſcd for his recovery, as arc 
moſt ſuitable to his ſo empaired 
ſtate. An allayed light ſhines to 
him in the midſt of darkacls , that 

his 
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his feebler eye may receive a gra- 
dual illumination, and b:hold God 
in thoſe more obicure* dilcoverics 
which he now vouchlat:s of him- 
ſelf, till by dcgrees he be won to 
take up good thoughts ot him, 
and rcturn into an acquaintance 
and friendſhip with him; which 
once begun here, (hall be hereat- 
ter pertected in eternal ftuttions. 
The offence and wrong done to 
his Maker, he in a firange un- 
thought-oft way makes compenla- 
fron ot fo himlclt. And tciltifhes 
his reconcileablencls, and per- 
[wades a reconciliation upon ſuch 
terms, and by fo endearing Me- 
diur's as might melt and mollite 
hearts ot Adamant ; and (hall ct- 
t-Ctually prevail with many to 
yeild them ſclycs the Subjects and 
Inſtances of his adnuecd goodneſs 
tor ever ; while othcrs lyc only 
under the naturil conicquents and 
Juſt reſentments ot their unremedi- 
ed enmity and toy. So arc the 
glorious ilucs of God's diipenſeti- 
on towards man, and the wite 

E : and 
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and merciful conduct ot his cqual 
Government, worthily cclebrated 
through the days of Eternity 
Wien guilt acclamations and pra- 
nien UP 10 thing 
EC Or uNnaccountadic, 
not NIgNY lauda- 
3 11] US cout 


1 1 1 
L iierciorc, toug NOW WE de- 


| — a dux Cloud ct Mortality 
hanging over the whole Humane 
Rice; Though we ice the grave 
in devouring , and fiil! unſatisn- 
cd, and that all ate fuccethvely 
drawn down into it; and wc 
puzz'e Our (cives to athign a ta- 
jon why ſuch a Creature was 
made a reaſonable Being, capable 
of an cvetlaſting duration, to vilit 
the world only, and vaniſh; to 
convetſe a ſhort ſpace with ob- 
jects and aftairs ſo tar bencath it, 
and tte we know not Whither. 
It yet our cyc follow him through 
the darker paths of the Region of 
Desth, till at the next appearance 
we behold him cloathed with im- 

mortality, 
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mortality, and fitted to an end!e(s 
ſtate, the wonder is over, and our 
amuſement quickly ccafcs. 

Wherctorc I-t 1 thus b:think 
our fclves., ard lider; Sorte ly 
e that mad us grcat Umverte, 
lorts , ftatt- 


1. 8 
have d | 5 | 
{cy much leis Wien all the in- 


zrior Creatures have Ends vilibly 
aniwcering the cxigency ol their 
iturcs, to have made fo excel 
ent a Creature as Man (the no- 
biet part of his lower Creation } 
in vain tf ud be 
* t hout Ins propor! De end, 
and aftcr 4 mort continuance in 
being, retur nothing, wich- 
Cut ICavi it confectutable what 
he was m. In Ins etre im- 
tolerable an incongruity, and io 
unlke the footiicps that every 
wire clic appear of the Divine 
E 2 Wits 
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Mm ard % Inc!“ that we 
cannot but (raue further into 
tins matter, and conclude at laft 
mage for tome hig 
are within 0 
and hath | 


notace 1 0 1 the vail, tha 
. 4 T4 Aken don. 

| future mrmMmorta:iy of man 
| lo ccertannty 
grounded upon what is diicover- 
ed an jucia' y acknowledged 
| | the nutte of God, and 
hs molti pciculiue and ciintiul 
Pericctions,, that unleſs we were 
furthcr put to prove the enim. 
ence of z Gud winch to them 
thit 1 rational med nof, and 
to f un thie ste not, wcic mn 
vin 1 Can no rculonable 
doubt main concerning it 

8. WH £ Te v [ rt an W 
have to make of the matter px 
poicd, 14 in reference to cur Frs. 
Um, Which u may hi'y terre 
buth to corret and &x prove , 


and 


Alin 45 mortil. 
and allo to direct 114 cud 


. It adainitices th i | of 
fg off ir, TNAt ff E ww : 
myTarc our tf T4 $ and den | 
| 1 g Y 1 il ' 
grave, ie wou d | * v 
j y made aun, W et 
lo genera'ly empioy our | 
end. on ont aim, ind 
even the viii and | dc pics 
dic of tic: Aud Iv. . 
ati OFN CG 3% 9 Y if £02 
the reproacn at our Mice, a5 if 


he m. de us or non en 


f 
Ends. And let us but mipirtially 
debate the matter with our fclves 5 
Can we, in fubcr teiſon, tak 
we were made only tor fuch Eads 
as the moſt only purfuc ? Have 
we any peetenee t © ( 10” Oe 
can it enter into our fouls to be- 
heve it Would not men be 4a- 
ſhamed to protels fuch a bclict? 
Orto have it Written in their tore- 
heads, Thcle ste the only ends 
they arc capable of Then might 
one read, Such a man born to put 
others in mind of his Predecciior's 

L. $ Name; 
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Names and only left fuch a Family 
mould want an Hen; Such a or 

ro conſume fuch an Eftatc , aid 
devour the Provenue of. fo many 
Farms and Marors. Such a ons 
to hill ſo many Bags and Coffers, 
to ſuſtain the riot of bim that Tuc« 
ceeds. Some created to fre, ard 
make hort; to run attcr Hawks 
and Dogs, or fpcnd the time 
which their weartncls redeems 
from converic with Brutcs, in 
making themici ves fuch, by drink- 
ng away the htitle tefidue of Wir 
and Reaton they have Ieft 4 mm- 
ing with this gentile exerciſe, their 
pure and curious Drollerics, 
that ty my befricnd one anos 
thce with 1th ind occahion of 
proving thcmicivis to be pet of 
Humanc Race, by tius only demon- 
ſtration romuming to them, that 
they can ! . ih med m, 


T8 wild the wt were 
known, would wund (fo preg* 
nant, as fo id them a double 
concluton 3 and de 286 ciicual 


oftcntimics , to prove them Fools 
4 


Min t mortal. 
1s Men. Others one might read 
born to trouble the world, to- 
11 Quick th nigh 1327 = and 
the common plague of ail - 


any W i 1 1440 24 1 
„ Chat 2 ? | 3 
[ then t th all K 
their lou's at l cle 1 race as 
they '. a „ TFT , 

their N. „ to tent the Sicrcd 


Name of God, and make prot oft 
their high ur, ard thc callans 
try of tir brave ſpirits, by bid- 
das det, to Heaveo, and pro- 
c ming the Hcerows contempe 
of the Deity , andot ail Religion, 
As it thcy had periwaded theme 
{clves into an opinion , That b-- 
caule they have had fo grofperous 
fucccis in the high atchicyvements 
OF cor quei + their Human CF, nd 


4 
bauſting their own ar. and Res- 
long and Confcrencc + Death alto 
will ycild chem as e. 'L ry, 
or be afraid to encounter wen of 
ſo redoubled courage that the 
God of Heaven, rathce than o- 
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ſe nd them, will not flick to ro 
peat bis Laws for thor Likes, of 
Nee ie ide bers of 
them from perions of their qus- 
hity chest they hall never be cal 
led to judgment, or be comple» 
mented only tiicre, with great te 
ſpeck, ws Pons that bore much 
twaiy $11 IK C4 413 and 
could numbcr fo many Hui dreds 
or Thoulands a year; that, at 
cat, the mi tna Him will nc 
vet peefume to touch fo worthy 
Per to rs ine Denn wil de 
awed bythen Greatncls, and frar 
to ne them, n they ſhould 
take ut for an affront. No concceit 
can be in ted to theſe men ab+ 
ſurd cnough to wer- mitch the 
ablurcity of thei practice. They 
can themicives Think not ng mote 
grols and ſhametul, than what 
they daily arc not alhamcd to att. 
tor What ablurdity can be compat- 
{cd in a thought, greatcr than 
what apprars 1 & courſe of lte 
managed n perpetual hoftility to 
all Principies of Reafon and Hu- 
maaiy* 
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manity ? And cither they muſt own 
all the p. $ folly of ftuch 
thoughts or counfels, upon o- 
er acc ns, an eg In a- 
non 10 en Trinxing-tacuity If 
ſelf, For coenfiice they tak thor 
COUNTtE I} INC, Of Qf do gor. 
it they do, how fatally arc all 
things 1wavertcd id their depraved 
minds * Wildom and Folly. Ver- 


FUuc 11 * * © x ' 2 : XAT " 
cem to them trandforrmn's int done 
another . and arc ns | ter to bc 


Known by ther Namocs, The come 
mon aim of all mankmd arc 


but blind tancics in mpanion of 
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cd of carthor grun bf und art 
ub into bring out of nothing, 
m Ich ' Ko ind to trunk * hit 
iu hs World ſhould of it felt do 
ſo ) arc realon cnough with them 
o mock at the Eternal Ecing, and 
tt apt to feet Keiigion out of 
t hc WC"! d * and other mea out 
ot cher redton ard wits, 25 they 
have themicives. And ſure this 
muſt be theit only pretence 4 and 
thor Atheiſm the beſt tea on, upon 
winch to quſtihe theu content 
pr«Ctice. For who can think, 
( while he tres them not pet in 
chin ., ſhould be to Per- 
ect y mad, as to acknowledg only 
luch a Drity (the Author and 
Ralcr of all things ) whole favour 
were worth nothing* or o be 
procured by affronts? to whom 
conternpt were a lacnihce? and 
the violation of whatlocver is 8 
cred , the moſt cficctual propitia® 
tion? or acknowledg him tor & 
Cod whom they hope to over« 
roset, and to prolpet in @ War 
ag tut lum? 


An 
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And it they acknowledg none at 
all, and this be the mam avs tal 
Article of thor Creed, That there 
s indeed none, Then em no man 
charge them with ary th 3 4 
more grotly toolich chan their owns 
nor can they devite to i; y ur y thin £ 
by which marc certainly to argue 
thernicives betet of the common 
unde titanding of mcn. For 9 0 
that is not fo, it he only taker 
tice of this own being, May not as 
certainly conclude the exiſtence of 
23 God, as that two and two mig 
tour * Or what imagmation can 
be too ablurd to have place in that 
mind that can imagine this Croz+ 
tion to be a calualty ? H: would 
be thought beides Mac that 
ſhould tay the fame of the compo- 
Ritten of a Ci 
though it 
more fur 
now juin theme 
purpotc 1s it further to pr 
, that pern mn 
conſtant iclt-contradiciion ? or that 
have not fo much left them of ta- 


tons! 
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tional ſenſation , as to ſcel in their 
own minds the prciture of the very 
greateſt ablurdity ? 

It they only preſume they do 
well, becauſe they have uc vet askt 
themiclves the queriion, of [pcne 
any thoughts about it, this ſpeaks 
a* much a belotted mind, as any of 
the tell; and is as unworthy of 
a rcalonable Creature. Why have 
they the power of thinking * Or 
who do in any calc more general» 
ly incurr the cenlure of wnpru-» 
dence and foily, than they who 
have only this plea for their acti- 
ons, That they did not conhdey? 
Eipecially wien the caſe is fo 
plain, and the moſt ſuddeu teile 
Gon would dilcover the , 
and dangcr of theit courle, 

And one would think nothing 
Would be more obvious, or mate 
readily occurr to the mind of a 
man, than to conten plate him- 
(cit, and taking notice there is 
fuch a Creature in the world, tur- 
nilked with fuch abviitics and 
powers, to conhiecr, What was ! 
made 


_ 


| 
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made for * What am I to pitch 
upon as my proper End Nor any 
thing appear more horrid to him, 
than to crols the very Ends of this 
Creation, 

2. It may allo be improv'd to 
the direfhing of our Pratlice. For 
which purpolc we may hence take 
this general Rule , That is be fucb 
# becomes the expetlation of A future 
Hite, For what elſc is keit us, fince 
in our preſent ite we behold 
nothing but vanity * 

We ice thus ſtands our cafe, that 
we muit mcalurc our ſelves by one 
of theſe 4wprechentions 3 Either LE 
are made i« vain |; or | we are 
wade for # ſuture ate . And can 
we cndurc to hre according to 
the furmcr * As it we were im. 
pertincencics in « Creation, and 
had n pt per bulinels im f What 
ingen 1 Peri 3 Www ald not bluth 
fo by aiways in the pottare of an 
ulclets hang+-by ? to be Hal hing 
ing on, where he hath nothing to 
do ? that it hc be asked, Sir, what's 
YUur bulinc}s re? de hath nothing 


to lay 7 Oc 
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Or how can we beat it, to live 
as if we cameinto the world by 
chance ? or rather by miſtake? As 
though our Creation had been a 
miladventure, a thing that would 
not have been done, had it been 
better thought on? And that our 
Maker had overſhor himficlf, and 
been guilty of an overlight, in gi- 
ving us fuch a being ? Who that 
hath cithet juſt valuc for himdclf, 
or any reverence for this Maker, 
could endure cithet to undergo 
the reproach, or be guilty of the 
blaiphemy which this would im- 
port And who can acquit him- 
felt oi the one or the Other, that 
lives not in forme meature agreces 
bly to the expectat in n of ſome- 
what beyond this prefſcne lite ? 
Let us therefore gird up the loins 
ot our minds, and (ct our faces as 
perions dehgning for another 
world; fo ſhaping our courſe, 
that all things may concur to ſig- 
nine to mea the greatneſs of 
our expectations, We otherwiſe 
proclaim to the world (to our 
On 
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own and our Creators wrong) 
that we have reaſonable fouls gi- 
ven us to no putpoſe. We arc 
therctote concern'd and obliged 
both to aim at that worthy End, 
and to diſcover and make it viſible 
that we do ©. 

Nor 1s a delign for an immor- 
tal Rue fo mean and mglorious, 
or (o irrational and void of a o- 
hd ground, that we have any 
caule cather to decline or conceal 
It 34 mt not tO cram, or to be 
aſhamed of our hope, 

Not is there any thing to be 
done in proſecution of it, fo un- 
worthy as to need & corner, or 
merit to be done as a work of 
darknets. 

Neither yet is it a vain-giort- 
ous oi ntation , or the attctation 
ot making ſhew of an excellency 
above the vulgar pitch that per- 
{wade to: But a modeſt ſobet 3 
vowing of our high dchgn and 
hope neither making any ncar 
approach to a proud arrogance on 


the one hand 5 nor a mean pulil- 
lawmty 
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lanimity on the other. Truly 
great and generous ſpirits know 
how to carry under Secular Ho- 
nour with that prudent and gracc- 
ful Acer, as (hall fignine a juſt 
owning ot themiclves without in- 
ſolence towards others. Real worth 
though it do not vaunt, will ſhew 
it (cit; and while it doth not 
glare, yet cannot forbcar to 
inc. 

We ſhould endeavour the en- 
cellency of a tpirit rchn'd from 
carth and drols, and aſpiring to- 
wards a late of immortality, may 
expreſs is Jelf , and ſhine in its u- 
tive luſtre, with its em, not with 
borrowed beams; with a conſtant, 
even, natural, not with an unc» 
gual artificial light. That all that 
i may ice, by the ficddy ten- 
dency ot our courſe, thit we arc 
aiming at the great things of ance 
ther world. Though we, all the 
while, arc not ſo much folicitous 
to have our end and putpole 
known, as to obtain it; 

And verily ,. funce the vile ſons 
oft 
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of the carth, the men of ſcuſc, 
that aim at no other end than to 
gratihe their brutal appetite with 
ſuch picalure as 15 only to be com- 
pils'd within a ſhort lifcs-time in 
this world; and who live to the 


reproach of their Maker, and of 


mankind , do not go about to hide 
the intamy of their low d<fign, or 
conceal the degenerous baicnels 
of their mean ſpirits ; but while 
they make their belly their God, 
and only mind carthl'y things, do 
allo glory in their (ſhame: How 
much were it beneath the fate 
and ſpitit of the ſons of God, that 
are worthi'y deligning for a gloti- 
ous immortality , to be aſhamed of 
their glory? or think of ÜAcaling a 
paſſage to Heaven in the dark ? 
No; let them know, it is not 
only too mean a thing for them 
to involve themſclvcs in the com- 
mon ſpirit of the ſcnſual world, 
but cven to ſcem to do fo. And 
that this is ſo foul and ignomini- 
, ous a thing, as whercot they arc 
concern'd, not to be free ſtam the 
guilt 
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guilt only, but the ſuſpitian. 
Hed 11. Thoſe worthy fouls that in for- 
mer (and darker) days were eng:- 
ged in fceking the Heavenly 
Countrey, thought it became 
them to confeſs themiclves pil- 
crims and ſfirangers on the carth ; And 
thercin, to declare plainly, that 
they were (ccking that bettet Coun- 
trey. Which confcllion and plain 
declaration , we need not undet- 
ſtand to be mcerly verbal, but 
practical and real alſo, ſuch as 
might be underſtood to be the lan- 
guage of their lives, and of a 
conſtant uniform courſe of acti- 
ons, agrecable to ſuch a de- 
lign, 

Let us therefore bethink our 
ſclves, what temper of mind, 
and manner of life may be moſt 
conformable to this dchgn , and 
beſt become prrions pretending to 
it: Whereupon we ſhould toon 
hnd our own thoughts inſtruct - 
ing us, that ſuch things as theſe 
would be moſt becoming, and fit, 
in reference thereto; and which, 

we 
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we may therefore take as ſo many 
particular directions how to go- 
vern our ſpirits, and behave our 
icives aniwerab'y to fo great an 
cxpectation. 

i, That we cndcavour for a 
calm indiffcrency and diſpaſſionate 
temper of mind towards the vari- 
ous objects and aftairs that belong 
to this preſent life, There are ve» 
Ty narrow limits alrcady fect , by 
thc nature of the things themſel ves, 
to all the real objective value that 
ſuch things have in them: And 
It is the part of wildom and ju- 
ſtice ro ſet the proportionable 
bounds to all the thoughts, cates, 
and paſſions, we will (utter to ſtir 
in our minds in reference to them. 
Nothing is a more evident acknow- 
ledged Character of a Fool, than 
upon every flight occaſion to be 
in a tranſport. To be much taken 
with empty things, betokens an 
empty ſpirit, It is a part of manly 
tortitude to have a foul fo tenc*e 
againſt forrcign impreſſions, as lit - 
tle to be mov'd with things that 

have 


The FP anity of 
havelittle in them. To keep our pal- 
ſions under a ſtrict rein, and (teddy 
command, that they be cabily te- 
tractable, and taught to obey, Not 
to move till ſcvere Reaſon have 
audited the matter, and pro- 
nounc't the occalion juſt and va- 
luable, In which calc the fame 
manly temper will not rctule to 
admit a proportionable ſtump and 
impreſs trom the occurring ob- 
ect: For it is cqually a prevar:- 
cation from true Minhood, to be 
mov'd with every thing, and with 
nothing. The former would ſpeak 
a man's ſpirit a feather , the latter 
a fione, A total apat hie and inſen - 
liblenels of external occurrents, 
hath been the aim of ſome, but 
never the attainment of the high- 
eſt pretenders. And it it had, yet 
ought it not to have been their 
boaſt; as upon ſober thoughts it 
cannot be reckoned a pertcction. 
But it ſhould be cndeavour'd, that 
the paſſions which arc not to be 
rooted up ( becauſe they are of 
Nature's planting) be pet ſo dit- 
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creetly checkt and depreſt, that 
they grow not to that enormous 
tallneis, as to overiop a man“ in- 
tellectual power, and calt a dark 
thidow over his foul. 

A rational authority muſt be 
maintaincd, a continency and do- 
minion ot onc“ fe, that there be 
not an impotent ptofuſion, and 
we be never ſo attcctcd with any 
thing, but that the object may 
fiill be able to warrant and juſtiſic 
the affection , both for the nature 
and degree ot it. 

Which tule it we ſtrictly ob- 
ſerve, and apply it to the preſent 
calc, we (hall rarcly mect with 
any temporal concern that ought to 
move us much; both tor the lit- 
tlenels ot ſuch things themſclves, 
and that we have fo» unſpeakably 
greatcr things in our view and 
dein. 

In contnrmity therefore to our 
ſo great Expect tion, we ought 
moe putrularly to watch and 
repicts our mcnations, apperines, 
and ac ct ious towards cach teveral 

lort 
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ſort and kind of objects which 
time and this preſent (tate hath 
within the contines of it. As, 

How contemptuouſly ſhould we 
look upon that empty vanity of 
being rich? How coldly and carc- 
Iefly ſhould we puriue ; how un- 
concern'dly ſhould we loſe any 
thing that might intitle us to that 
Name? 

The purluit of fo deſpicable a 
trifle, with violent and petempto- 
ry deſite, ſo as hereby to ſuftr a 
diverſion from our de ſigu tot ano- 
ther world, is to make our ctcr- 
nal hope leis than nothing ( For to 
any man's calm and ſober thoughts 
this will be tound 2s little). And 
ſo will amount to a total quit- 
ting of ai! our pictenſions to 
a (bettet) future ſtate; that is, 
when we ſo indulge this odd, it- 
rational, this wildly fancitul, and 
purely humourlome appetite ( of 
which no man can give any tole- 
rable account), that it becomes 
ravcnous, when it devours a man's 


time, his thoughts, the ſtrength 
and 
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and vigour of his ſpirit, ſwallows 
up his nobler deligns, and makes 
an idle doting about he knows 
not what, or why, his main buſi- 
nets, 

Eſpecially when Conſcience it 
elt become a facritice to this 
impure, unhallowcd Idol; and the 
qucſtion is wholly waved, Is this 
thing juſt and honeſt? and no- 
thing is conſidered , but that its 
commodious and gaintul. 

Yet (it herein we will take up- 
on us to pals a judgment upon 
other men) it will be no way in- 
genuous or juſt, that in ſmaller 
and diſputable matters, we mike 
our own apprehenhions a mealurc 
and ſtandard to them. They arc 
commonly aptcit to do fo, who 
have leaſt ſtudicd the matter, and 
have nothing but their ignorant 
conhidence to intitle them to the 
Dictator's Chair, where, howe- 
ver, having placed themſe ve“, 
they liberally beltow their cen- 
ſutes and reproaches on ail that 
think ir not fit to throw away 

their 
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their own cycs, and ſce with their 
bad ones. And conclude them to 
have no Conſcience, who go not 
according to theirs, And that they 
cannot but have ſome bate delign, 
who in any thing preſume to 
{wcrve irom their judgment, clpe- 
cially it che advantage, in any tem- 
poral reſp. &, happen to lye on that 
hide from which they diſlent. 

Nothing can indeed to comport 
with the ſpirit and deſign ot ene 
who bcheves huniclt made tor ano- 
ther world, as a brave and gene- 
tous dildain of ftiooping to the 
lute of preient emolument , o a5 
ficrcby to be drawn into any the 
Ialt thing which he judges nt 
deſenlibhle by thb. icverctt Rules of 
Reaſon and Religion; which were 
to quit a icxentc Heaven tor mire 
and ditt. 

There is nothing, in this wor'd of 
that value, or worthy to be bought 
10 deer, as with the los and tor- 
feiture of the test and repoſe of a 
mind quict, bcnign, peacctul, and 
well picaicd with it felt, It is 

enough 
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enough if one find himſelf, by difh- 
culties which he cannot maſter, 
conſtrained to diſſent from per- 
ſons above exception wiſc and pi - 
ous, placidly, and without unbe- 
coming confidence, to go on in 
the way which his preſent judg- 
ment allows , carrying with him 
a modeſt ſenſe of humane infir- 
mity , and how poſlible it is the 
error may lye on his own part: 
Having, yet, to rclieve him again(i 
that ſuppoſition, the clearnels of 
his own ſpirit, the conſcience ot 
his innocency of any ill diſpoſiti- 
on or delign; of his inſttuctible- 
nels and preparedneſs to admit 2 
conviction it he err. And be he 
never ſo fully perſwaded about 
the thing in difference, yet to 
conlider the ſmallneſs of it, and 
how little cauſe he hath of glo- 
rying , it he kuow in this matter 
more than others, who, poſlibly, 
know tcn times more than he, in 
far greater and more important 
matters, 
But, in matters clearly determi» 
F ned 
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ned by common agreed Princi. 
ples, to prevaricate out of an in- 
dulgence to meer appetite z To 
give up one ſelf to practices ap- 
parently immoral and flagitious, 
only to comply with, and left he 
ſhould not fatisfic ſenſual defires, is 
the Character of one who hath a- 
bandoned the common hope of all 
— men z and who, that he may 

ave his lot with beaſts in this 
world , dreads not to havcit with 
Devils in the other, 

And it is upon the ſame ground, 
equally unbecoming them that 
pretend to this hope, to be viſi- 
bly concern'd and diſcompos d for 
loſſes and diſappointments they 
may meet with in this kind, when 
unexpected events withitand their 
having much of this world, or 
deprives them of what they have. 
It becomes them that reckon their 
good things are to come hereat- 
ter, to ſhew by their equal de- 
portment and cheerful aſpect in 
any ſuch caſe, that they apprehend 
not themſelves toucht in their 

molt 
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moſt conliderable Intereſts. Tea, 
though they ſuffer not loſſes only, 
but injuries; and beſides that the 
are damnifif'd (as much as ach 
things can fignifie} they find 
themſelves wrong'd; and though 
further trouble — danger threaten 
them in the ſame kind, They 
ſhould evidence how much it is 
above the power either of chance 
or malice , not only to make them 
miſerable, but even to diſturb or 
make them fad. That they are 
not happy by a caſualty; Aud 
that their happineſs is not in the 
command of them who cannot 
command their own. That it on- 
ly depends on the inward conſti- 
tution and frame of their own 
ſpirits , attempered to the bleſſed 
objects of the inviſible world, 
whereby they have the aſſurance of 
enjoying them fully hereatter, and 
the preſent grateful reliſhes there» 
of in the mean time: and hence, 
That they can be happy without 
the world's kindneſs, and in de- 
ſpite of its unkindneſ:, That they 
F 2 have 
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have ſomewhat within them, by 
which they arc enabled to te joyce 
in tribulation ; being troubled on 
every lide, yet not to be diſtreisd: 
To tab july the ſpoiling of goods, 
knowing within themſelves they bare 
in Heaven @ bittcr and enduring 
ſubſtance, Not to ſutſer or diſcover 
any perturbation or diſquict. Not 
to have their Souls rufticd or put 
into diſorder ; Nor let any Cloud 
lit on thcir brow , though dark 
and diſmal ones ſeem to hang over 
their heads. 

And the ſame abſurdity it would 
be to indulge to themiclves an 
unbounded liberty of ſenſual plea- 
ſures. For that looks like a de- 
pair of fututity, as it a day were 
a mighty gain for cating and drink- 
ing, becaulc to morrow we mult 
dyc. An abſicmious ſhyncls here is 
comely, A taſting only the de- 
lights, whercot others fuffer 
themiclves to be ingultt, A pru- 
dent reſervednel(s and reſtraint, ſo 
as that what thall cauſe with o- 
thers an unbelceming tranſport, 

and 
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and diffuſion of themſelves, be en- 
tertain'd, not with a Cynical mo- 
rolity , but a pleaſant compoſuse, 
and well order'd complacence ; 
keeping a duc and even diltance 
between levity and ſourneſs. 

Yet there is a natural retired 
nels in ſome mens tempers 3 and 
in others an averſion to pleaſures, 
proceeding only of a rational cſti- 
mate of their emptineſs and vani- 
ty in themſelves; which may, 
however, much fall ort of whas 
the preſeat cale requires ; The cn 
gency whercot is no way tattiheg, 
but where fuch a modcration 3; 
the product ot a comparative judg 
ment between the delights ot the 
preſent, and thoſe of the future 
Hate: When cone fo enjoys any 
thing in this world, as to be under 
the power of nothing, becaule ci 
the more prevailing influence he 
is under from the power of the 
world to come: When his Faith 
is the Pitent of his Sobnicty; and 
his denial of worldly lutts flows 
from the expe ctation of the bleſſed 
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hope: When, becauſe he more 
highly prizes, and left he fortcir 
ctgrnal pleaſures, he ſo behaves 
himſclf towards all temporary 
ones, as neither to abuſe thole 
that arc lawful, nor to be abuſed 
by the unlawful; not to exceed 
in the one, not to touch with the 
other. 

Thus alſo ought we to look up- 
on Sccular Honours and Dignity 3 
neither to make them the matter 
of our admiration , attcRation, or 
envy, We arc not to behold them 
with a libidinous cye, or let our 
hearts thirſt attcr them. Not to 
value our ſelves the more for them 
they be our Lot: nor It our 
eye be dazled with admiration, or 
diftorted with envy, when we be- 
hold them the ornaments of o- 
thers. 

We are not to expreſs thit con- 
tempt of them , which may make 
a breach on civility, or diſturb the 
order and policy of the Commu- 
nitics whereto we belong. Though 
this be none of our own Countrey, 

| and 
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and. we are fill to reckon our 
ſelves but us pilgrims and firan- 
gers' while we are here yet it be- 
comes not firangers to be in- 
ſolent or rude in their behaviour, 
where they ſojourn; how much 
ſoc vet greater valuc they may juſtiy 
have of their own Countrey. We 
ſhould pay to Secular Greatnel(s 
a duc teſpect, without Idolatry , 
and neither deſpiſe nor adore it ;- 
confidering at once the requiſite- 
neſs of ſuch a thing in the preſent 
Hate, and the excclling glory of the 
other. As, though in prudence 
and good manners, we would ab- 
Aue from provoking aftronts to- 
wards an rica achim, or 84 
gurt, if we did travel or con- 
verſe in their Countrey 4 yet we 
could have no great veneration 
for them, having beheld the royal 
pomp and grandeur of our own 
Prince; eſpecially he who were 
himiclt a Courticr and Favourite 
to his much more glorious Sove- 
raign, whom he is ſhortly to attend 
at home, could have no great temp- 
F 4 tation 
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tation to ſuc for Ochces and Ho- 
nours, or bear a very profound 
intrinbkck homage to fo mean and 
uncxpreſiive an Image of Rega 
lity. 

10 can ſurcly no way become 
one who ſecks and expects the be- 
wor and giory which us conyuna 
with immortality , to be fond of the 
airy titles that poor Mortals arc 
wont to pleaſe themielves with; 
or to make one among the oble- 
gmous ferviie company of them 
Whole bangen to court s Ve. 
miſhing mzdos, and tempt a dig 
min d trific into the belief it is a 
Deny; to ſacak and cringe for a 
Ame om a fupercibhous brow; 
and place his Heaven in the dit- 
daintul favours of him, who, it 
may be, places his own as much 
in thy homage ( fo that it befalls 
into the Supplicant's power to be 
his Creator whole Creature he 
affrs to be ). What cye would 
not ſoon fpy out the grofncls of 
this ablurdity ? Aud what ingenui- 
ty would not bluſh to be guilty of 

it / 
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it > Let, then, the joyful expeQants 
of a bleſſed immortality, pals by 
the bulic throng of this fancitul 
Exchange + and behold it with as 
little concern, as 4 grave States» 
man would the ſports and ludi- 
crous actions of little Children; 
and with as little inclination of 
mind , as he would have to leave 
his butnels, and go play with 
them, beſtowing, there, only the 
trankent glance of a carcleſs ora 
compaltonate cye, and till reſer- 
ving their intent fieddy views for 
the glorious hope ſet before them. 
And with a proportionable un- 
concernedneſs ſhould they look on 
and behold the various alterna- 
tions of Political Aﬀairs; no fur- 
ther minding (either the conſti- 
tution or adminiſtration of Go- 
vernment }) than as the Tnterclt 
of the univerial Ruler, the Wes 
and fafety of their Prince or 
Countrey are concerned in them; 
But how many under the ſpecious 
pretence of publike ſpirit, make 
it their whole buſincls to inſpect 
1 5 and 
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and pry into theſe affairs, even 
with a moſt mean private and 
mtcreſted ond watching over the 
Publike beyond the bounds of theie 
own Calling; and with no other 
delign, than to catch at an oppor- 
tunity of (crving their own turns? 
How many that Hand perpetually 
at @ gaze, in a ſulpencetul enpc- 
Qation how things will go ! either 
joying or hoping to behold any f- 
vourable prognofiicks to the Party 
whereto they have thought ft to 
addict themiclves. Glad, or def 
zous to ice it gro power, and 
graip the lum ot things, not from 
avy {cnſc of duties towards God's 
Vicegerents 4 not from love of Ju- 
ſiice, or Rudy of publike advan- 
tage + but, that the happicr lot 
may betall or remain to then» 
ſelves: Thelc men arc ablorpr, and 
iwalliowed up of the ſpirit of thi 
World, contemper*d only to this 
lublunary Region, concorporate 
with the carth, ſo as to partake 
in all its pangs and paroxiims, 
and tremul u motions, By the 

beat - 
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beating of their pulſe you may 
know the fate of things im this 
lower World, as if they were of 
the fame picce , ard had but one 
foul with ic. Let them fee times 
and a Rate of things on carth ſui- 
table to their Genius, and you 
— a nc litc and foul into them. 
educe them to a deſpair here, 
and ( ſo little communion have 
they with the affairs of that other 
Countrey ) the moſt ſpecious in- 
viting repretentation that can be 
made to them of the world to 
come, hinders not, but their 
hearts languiſh and dye, and be- 
come as ſtones within them. 

Bat thit lofty foul that bears 
about with it the living appre- 
henkon of its being made for an 
everlaſting fate, fo carnclily in- 
tends it, that it (hall ever be a de- 
ſcent and vouchſafement with if, 
if it allow it (elf to take notice 
what buſic mortals arc doing mn 
their (as they reckon them ) grand 
negotiations here below. Aud it 
there be a fulpition of an aptnels 
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or inclination to intermeddle in 
them to their prejudice to whom 
that part belongs, cen heartily lay 
to it ( as the Philoſopher to the 
jealous Tyrant ) We of this Academy 
are wt at leiſure t mind ſo mean 
things. We bave ſornewbat tife % 4. 
thas t talk of you. He hath full 
the image betore his eye, of this 
world vaniſhing and palling away; 
of the other, with the everlaſting 
affairs and concernments of at, 
even now ready to take place, and 
hll up all the flage : and can tepte- 
ſent to himiclf the vition (not 
from a melancholick fancy or cra- 
ted brain, but a rational faith, and 
a ſobet well inſtructed wind) of 
the World diflolving , Monarchics 
and Kingdoms breaking up, 
Thrones tumbling, Crowns and 
Scepters lying as neglected things. 
He hath a Teleſcope through which 
he can behold the glorious appear - 
ance of the Supream Judg , the 
foicmn ſtate of his Majcflick Per- 
ſn, the ſplendid pomp of his 
magnihcent and vaſtly numerous 

metinucs 
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zetinue 3 the obſequious Throng of 

lorious Celcitial Creatures, doing 
— to their Eternal King; 
the quick celerity of the emiſſit ious 
Partifans covering the face of the 
Heavens with their ſpreading 
wings, and diſperſing themſclves 
into all the four W to gather 
the Elec: The univerſal filent at- 
tention of all to that loud · ſound- 
ing Trumpet that ſhakes the pil- 
lars of the world, picrces the in- 
moſt caverns of the carth, and 
reſounds from every part of the 
inciecling Heavens: The many 
Myriads of joyful Expectants ari- 
fling, changing, putting on glory, 
taking wing, and contending up- 
wards, to joyn themiclves to the 
triumphant Heavenly Hoaſt : The 
Judgment et: The Books opened: 
The frighttul amazed looks of fur- 
prized Wretches: The cqual ad- 
miniſtration of the final Judg- 
ment: The adjudication of all to 
their eternal ftates : The Heavens 
rolfd up as a (crowl; the Earth, 
and all things therein, conlumed 
and burnt up, And 
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And now what ſpirit is there 
any more left in ham towards the 
trivial affairs of a vaniſhing world ! 
How indifferent a thing is it with 
him, who bears himlelt hi in 
a ſiate of things whereof he fore- 
{ces the certain — end 
Though he will not neglect the 
duty of his own place, is heartily 
concerned to have the knowledg 
and ſcat of God more generally 
obtained in this apoſtate world ; 
and is ready to contribute his ut- 
moſt regular endeavours for the 
preſervation of common peace and 
order in ſublerviency hereto, Yet 
abſtractedly, from thele conſidera- 
tions, and ſuch as have been before 
mentioned, he is no more concer- 
ned who is uppermoſt, than one 
would, paſting by a {warm of Flyes, 
which hath the longeſt wings, or 
which excels the reſt in ſpright- 
lincls or brickneſs of motion. 
And for himſelf, he can infert 
this among his moſt fcrious 
thankſgivings, That while the 
care is incumbent on others, of 
watching 
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watching over the publike peace 
and fafety, he may fie fill, and 
converſe with God, and his own 
more ſedate thoughts. How fc 
cure is he in this, That infinite 
Wiſdom governs the world! That 
all things hall be diſpoſed the beſt 
way, to the beſt and moſt valuable 
ends! That an affiited Rate hall 
never befall unto good men , but 
when it is fitteſt, and moſt con- 
ducible it ſhould do ſo That the 
proſperity carnal appetite covers, 
is never denied them, but when 
it would be pernicious! How 
calm is he in the midt of ex- 
ternal troubles! How placid and 
ſcrene a ſpirit inhabits his peace- 
ful breaſt! When all things arc 
ſhaken round about him, he is 
not ſhaken. He bears all fort of 
troubles, but creates none to o- 
thers, nor is diſturbed by any him- 
ſelf. 

But they that delight to fee 
this world rolling or taxed, as 
may moſt ſerve their private pur - 
poſes 3 and have a perpetual quar- 
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rel with it, while it looks not 
kindly upon them. Their life is 
bound up in it, and their pre- 
tences to another, arc but the 
languid faint notions of what they 
never heartily believe nor de- 
fire. 

Upon the whole matter, No- 
thing is moe agrecable to this 
great expectation, than a ficady 
reſtraint, and moderation of our 
paſhons towards things without us: 
That is, all the feveral forts of 
external objects and affairs, that 
ſo variouſly invite, and tempt 
our oblervation and regard in this 
our preſent Hate. 


2. I next add; A further 
congruity , it we pretend to this 
expectation, is, Thut we be wt 
over-much taken wp in minding the 
body, For this looks like a dclign 
( or that inconfiltent wich) to 
have our preſent fate perpetus- 
ted, And that the thoughts arc 
remote from us of a change for a 
better. As if — 
that 
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that the Divine Goodneſs hath 
led concerning the future in- 
ritance of the free and heaven 
born Seed, This did ill lye near- 
ſt our hearts, O that Ihhmnact 
might live is thy fight! And that 
the belict did miterably languilh 
with us of any better portion 
than what our cyes do alrcady 
behold : Together with the ap- 
prehenfion of a ſpiritual being in 
us, to be ripened into a compleat 
and actual! capacity of enjoying 
what is better. It is true, that all 
the cxorbitzat workings of thole 
meancr and ignoble paſhons that 
are moved by obe aud occali- 
ons without, and forrcign to us, 
have the body for their firſt and 
laſt, their ſpring and fource, their 
center and cad, But thence it be- 
comes the more proper , and re- 
quilite, that we draw nearer this 
their (cat and center, and lirike 
at the root ; and, in killing that 
inordinate love and folicitude tor 
the body, mortific them all at 


ONCE, 
we 
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We are indeed fo tar to comply 
with the pleaſure of our Maker, 
as not to deſpiſe the mean abode 
which he hath aſligned us for a 
while in the body. But withall, 
to take heed leſt we fo crols and 
xeliſt it, as to make caring for the 
body our whole buſineſs; which 
he hath only cnjoyn'd us, in ſub- 
ſerviency to an unſpeakably great- 
et and more important bulineſs. 
Its health and welfare ought upon 
very valuable accounts to be care» 
fully preſerved by all prudent 
means. But to indulge its flothtul 
deſires, and comply with its licen- 
tious wild cravings, is far beneath 
us, a baſc unmanmng of our ſelvcs, 
and would ſignine as it fo abſurd a 
conceit had paſt with us into a 
letled judgment, That a teaſona- 
ble immortal ſpirit was creatcd 
only to tend and ſerve a Brute, 
It is monſtrous to behold, with 
how common conſent multitudes 
that profefledly agree in the belief 
of the immortal nature of their 
fouls, do yet agree to debaſe and 
enſla ve 
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enſlave them to the meaneſt ſer- 
vility to their mortal bodies; 0 
as theſe arc permitted to give 
Laws to them, to preſcribe them 
rules of living, and what their 
daily employment ſhall be, For 
oblexrve the deligns they drive , 
and what is the tendency of their 
actions and affairs ( whence the 
judgment is to be made concern- 
ing their inward thoughts, delibe- 
rations, and teſolves } and is not 
the body the meaſure and mark of 
them all? What import or figni- 
hcation is there in this courſe, of 
a delign for futurity ? And (which 
— the folly of it to a won- 
der) they can make a ſhift to go 
on thus trom year to year, and 
take no notice of the ablurdity * 
They agree to ultine cach one 
himſelf , and one another. The 
commonneſs ot the courſe takes 
away all ſenſe of the horrid mad- 
nels of it. And becauſe each doth 
as the reſt do, they ſcem to ima» 
gine they all do well; and that 
there is nothing exceptionable — 
the 
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Non qua in the caſe; and goon * (as the 


eundum 


qua itur. 
Sen. 


ſequacious ſheep ) not the way they 
ought , but which they fee others 
go before them, 

But, if any place could be found 
for calm and fober thoughts, 
What would be reckon'd a great- 
er impertinency , than to be at ſo 
great pains for maintaining a bo- 
dily lite , without conſidering what 
that life ſhall ſerve for? To em- 
ploy our utmoſt care to live, bur 
to live ſor we know not what ? 
It becomes us to be patient of the 
body, not fond, To treat and uſe 
our bodies as things ſhortly to be 
put off, and laid alide, To carc 
tor them, not for their own, but 
the works fake we have to do in 
them, and leave it to them to 
indulge and pamper the body, 
who expect never to live out of 
it. Not to concern our ſelves, that 
the circumitances of our bodily 
{tate be ſuch as will gratific our 
appetites, but anſwer the Ends 
tor which our Maker thought fit 
we ſhould live a while in the body. 
Reckon» 
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Reckoning with our ſclves, We 
are lodg'd in theſe mean recepta- 
cles (though ſomewhat commo- 
diouſly, yet) but for a little while, 
and for great purpolesz and more 
minding our journey, and home, 
than our entertainment in our 
Inn. Contentedly bearing the want 
of bodily accommodations, that 
are not cafily to be compals'd, 
and the preſlure ot unavoidable 
bodily infirmities ; not much pi- 
tying our (clves becauſe of them; 
nor deeply regretting it, it wants 
and pains pinch our flclh; nay, 
though we ice the outward man 
periſhing , ſo we can but find the 
inward rencwing day by day. 


3. That we ſet our ſelves with 
the whole intention of our ſouls, 
to mind the concernments oft the 
future ſtate, the invilible things 
of the other world; and dire the 
main ſtream of our thoughts, de- 
fires, hopes, and joys, thitherward. 
For how highly juſtifiable and be- 
coming is it, that we principally 
mind 
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mind the ſtate and things we were 
made for ? We ſhould therefore 
make theſe familiar to our ſelves, 
and uſe our ſpirits to thole more 
noble and pleaſant Theams: Re- 
counting often , how unworthy it 
is of them to grovel in the duſt, 
or chuſe the objects of their con · 
verſe by ſuch meaſures only as are 
taken from ſenſe. 

It is an iniquity which, though 
Godmay be fo gracious to us as to 
forgive, we ſhould not cafily forgive 
to our (elves; That we have (© 
often choſen to converſe with 
empty trifles, while ſo great things 
have invited our thoughts in 
vain. 

Their remoteneſs from ſenſe 
hath little of cxcuſe in it, and 
unworthy a reaſonable Creature, 
Mcthinks they ſhould be aſhamed 
to alledg it, who confider them- 
ſelves furniſhed with an intelle- 
tus power that doth, in many 
other inſtances, controle the judg - 
ment of ſenſe , and impeach it of 
lalſhood. Would we not bluſh to 
profels 


= 


Man u mortal. 


profeſs it for a Principle, That 
there is nothing real that exceeds 
the ſphere of our ſenſe?ꝰ 

We would reckon it a part of 
modetly , not to aſcribe too much 
to our own Underſtandings, or 
preſume too far upon our in- 
tellectual Ability, againſt the Judg- 
ment of ſage and knowing per- 
ſons, How is it then, that we 
think it not immodett to oppole 
the apprehenſions of our dull and 
incapacious ſenſe, to the common 
faith and reaſon of all good and 
wile men, that arc or have been 
in the world, as well as our own? 
It we have not ſcen what the ſtate 
of things is 1n the other world, 
are we nbt told? And have we 
not enough to flute us 9 that tis 
He hath told us, whoſe nature 
cannot ſuff:s him to impoſe upon 
us, or repreſent things otherwiſe 
than they arc ? Who clic can be 
the Author of {ſo common a per- 
Wali d. 1! any man had been the 
firſt Iycutor of the opinion, That 


there is another flatc of things to ſuc- 
cccd 
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cred to this, would he not have 
aſſumed it to himfelt , that he was 
ſo ? Would he not have own'd it, 
and glory'd in it? Or would not 
ſome or other of his proſelyted 
diſciples have preſerved his name 
and memory, and tranſmitted them 
to poſterity ? Could fo vaſt a ſect 
be without an Head or Miſter, 
known and celebrated among men? 

Leſs plauſible Opinions find 
ſome Owner, Why is it not (aid, 
Who was the firſt Broacher of 
this? And if we can tind noother 
Parent for it, but He who was the 
Parent of our bcings, how gratc- 
fal ſhould ſuch a dilcovery be to 
us, both for His ſake, and its own ? 
Upon His account, we ſhould ſurely 
think it worthy to be believed; 
and upon its own, to be conſidered 
and ſcriouſiy thought on, with 
— delight and ſenſe of plea» 

ure. 

Many things that we reckon 
conliderable upon much lower ac- 
counts, we lo believe, as to let 
them engage our hearts, and in- 

fluence 


* 
” 


Man as mortal. 


fluence our pr«Ctice , upon much 
lower evidence; How intircly arc 
mens fpirits taken up many tuncs 


about meiner matters, whercot 


they have ouly a (muc'i more un- 
certain and tillible ) report rom 
one another? Wat pretence can we 
have, leis to regard. the teſtimony 
ot Him that made us, dilcovers 
wg, to us things fo great, fo im- 
portant, (o ritional in them. ty 3, 
even though they hid not been 
ſo cxprefly reveaied ? Let us theres 
fore drive the mattet to a cicar 
and (ſhort ile, and come to a re- 
ſolution vin our fcives: Have 
we teaton to believe tuch things, 
or no? It we can fo tar impulc 
upon our (clves, as to thiuk we 
have nuts, Of be ten pred mco to 
abj:&, (+ unrequired, aud ſo un- 
wWarrantable 2 iclt dental, (© bate 
an clicem of our own beings, as 
to account the things ot this carth 
and preſent world nave enough in 
them to anſwer any Ends we can 
ſuppoſe our ſelves made tot Let 
us no longet mock the world, by 

G pre» 
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pretending to believe what we be- 
licve not: but it this be our ſet- 
Id judgment, and we will avow 
and own it, That we believe 
theſe things; Let us no longer 
expolc and make our ſelves ri» 
diculous, by counter-acting our 
own pr tefed bclict in matters of 
ſuch moment, pretending to be- 
licve, and dilrcgarding them at 
the ſame time. Tis abſurd and 
fool. to believe ſuch things, and 
pot mind them much, or not let 
cut ſhuls and our practice be com- 
minded and governed by them: 
Not to have our deſires, and 
cates, and hopes, and joys, in- 
tlucnc'd thereby to the uttermoſt; 
How rational is it, here, to be 
deeply folicirous , that by the un- 
fuitablencels of our own ſpirits we 
deteat not our own cxpcctations ! 
How pleaſant ard delectable (that 
danger being provided againſt) to 
fit down and compare our pre- 
{cnt with our expected fate ! 
hat weare, with what we hope 
to beerc long! To think of cx- 
changing 
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changing ſhortly, infirmity, pol- 
lution , darknels, deformity, trou- 
ble, complaint | z tor power, puri- 
ty, light, beauty, reſt , and 
praiſe! How p'catant, it our ſpi- 
tits be fitted to that fate! The 
endeavour whereof is a further 
congruity in the preſent caſc, vis. 


4 That we make it our princi- 
pal balin 8 to intend ous {pirits, 
to adorn and cu ivite our in- 
ward man. What can more be- 
come us, if we reckon we have 
ſomewhat about us made tor im- 
mortality, than to b.ſt»w our 
chict care upon that immortal 
part ? nme to neglect our 
ſpirits, coniHl.d'y capable of fo 
high an eſtate; to lt th m lin- 
guith under wilting difterp. cs, 
or lye as the Suggad's Ficld, 
overgrown with thorns ard bei⸗ 
ats, is as vic a flurr as wc can 
pur upon our lclves and dur own 

TO © Ot. 

W. ihould therefore mie this 
the matter of our caneſt tt dy, 
G 2 Wälc 
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What would be the proper im- 
provenints and ornamentsof our 
puts, and will moſt htly qualihe 
them for the fate we are going 
into, avd of our daily obſervation 
how tuch things thrive and grow 
in us, Eſpecially we ſhould not be 
fati-ficd , till we hhnd in our (clves 
a riftincdnels from this carth, a 
thorough purgation from all un- 
duc degrees of fentual inc'ination 
aid attcction; the conſumpt ion of 
our droſs by a Sacrcd Fire from 
Heaven, a Spirit of Judgment and 
of Burning, an aptitude to ſpirt- 
tual cxcrcilcs and enjoyments 
high complacency in God, fer- 
vent love, a worſhipping poſture 
of foul, tormed to the vencration 
of the ctcrnal Wildom, Goodnefs, 
Power , Ho incſs, profound humi- 
lity , and abnegation of our feivess 
a prailctu! trame of pit, much 
uſcd to gratulations and thaukt- 
givings; a large and univerial 
love, imitating, as much 4s is pos- 
lible, the Diemme: A proncucis fo 
do good to all; a ficady compo» 


lure, 
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ſure, and ſerene temper of ſpirit; 
the repole and teit ot a contented 
mind, not boilterous , not apt un- 
to dilquict, or to create (ſtorms 
to our f(clves, or the worlds L- 
very way ſuitable to the blit-tul 
Regions, where nothing but per- 
tect purity , entire devoredacts to 
Gud, love, 3 oducts, bc: gnity, 
well-pleaſcdncis, order, and peace, 
ſhall have place for cvcr. 

This we ought to be conſtantly 
intent upon, as the bulinzts of 
our lives, our daily work, to get 
our ſpirits (0 attempered and f. 
ted to Heaven, that it we be ask - 
ed, What deſigu we drive? What 
are we doing ? We may be able to 
make this trus anſwer, We are 
dreſſing our (clvis tor Eternity: 
And ſince nothing is required 
hereto, that is imply impollible, 
nothing but what 15 agrecable to 
our natures, and would be a per- 
ſection to them; How worthy 
and commendable an ambition 
were it to be always aipiring * 
not to reſt or take up beneath the 
G 3 higheſt 
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higheſt pitch of attainable excel. 
lency in theſe kinds, reckoning 
every degree thercot a due to our 
naturcs + and that they have not 
what be ongs to them, While any 
ting of rcal intrinfhick moral 
gobdncis is yet wanting 4 and not 
only due, but neceflliry, and what 
we hal have need of in tetctence 
to the ſtate we arc ſhortly to en- 
fer upon, that arne ſuch things 
be in ., and dbrund, we canner bave 
an abwitant entrance mts Ihe cer 
Li Kings, 

And (ſhould we, pretending to 
ſuch an cxpctiation, omit ſuch 
endeavours of preparing our ſelves, 
it were ke ting os of an un- 
bred Pcifant ſhauld go about to 
thruſt hunt, with an cxpcAati- 
on of tigh Honours and Prefcr- 
ments, into the Prince's Court 
or as if a diltractcd man ſhould 
exp<t to be employed ia the 
greateſt and moſt jarncate affairs 
of State or an umntltructcd dior 
take upon him to prof s and 
teach Philolophy. 

There- 
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Theretore let us conti d 
we conlci 
tust ben 
pre fence of the 
allociatcd with 
iſembly ot pute 
To confrrt and 
thr cclebrati 
Songs * Can wee 
in our Icives, a5 
averiztion to GO 
dain, wrath, or civy, ad 
OF our eie, pen Th N L 
owa tlangs, with the neg of 
others, or the like? An not 
our hcarts then miſgive ? and tell 
us we arc unready ? not yet pre- 
parcd to approach the Divinc Pres 
fence, or to enter into the na- 
bitation of his Holiacts and Glory? 
And what then hive we to do, 
but ſet our cles to our prc ps 
ratory work? Lott our watches, 
make our betet ton 1 takc Hic 
notice of all the def. ions and 
obliquitics of our ſpirits, (cttle 
our methods, and haften a - 
dreſs? Do not we know this is the 
(z 4 time 
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time and fate of pr. paration? And 
hint WW AAnOWU I, now w uld the 

I'y rorture ws, by ten ion, of 

ng betraycd our f(clives to 2 

mu None arc ever wont to 

ener pon any ne Rate without 
ſome 104cgn1ng preparation, Eve- 
ry mort icmatiab'e turn or change 
in our hives, is, commoniy ( if at 
al' rr knoten) ratroduced by ma- 
ny leon, forc-thoughts. It a man 
be to Hang his dwelling , ein- 
plogment, G adnmten, common 
dilcretinn wil put him upon 
thinking how to comport with the 
plice, bulinels, convertc, and way 
ot living een next to betake um- 
Cu to: And bis th aghts will be 
the more intene , by how much 
more momentous the change. It 
he be to Ilcave his C untrey, with 
no probutnizty of returning + It he 
be diligned to a Hatton, the cir- 
cumitances whereot carry any 
thing of awfulacls in them if 
to publike bulineſs, it to Court+ 
atricad acces, With what folcmat- 
ty aud addrcis arc fuch things un- 
dc rtaken ! 
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dertaken ! How loath and aſha- 
med wou d one be. to £2 mto ſuch 
a condition , bing totally unapr, 
not af all Knowing how to be 
have himliclt in i * But what 6 
great change as this can the na- 
ture of man admit Tust afoul, 
long ſhut up m ü ch, is now to 
go torth from its carth'y Manfi- 
on, and return no mores cxpct-« 
ing to be received into the gloti- 
ous Prelence of the Eternal King, 
and go at its part among the 
pertect. d Spirits that attend His 
Throne ! How folicitous endeavour 
of a very thorough picparation, 
doth this calc call tor 

But how ul doth the common 
courſe of men agree to thut who 
never have fuch matters in their 
thoughts! who ( much ncgict 
not their very Hogs , as they 40 
theis Spirits ' 


g. That we have much con- 
verlation with God. He 1 the 
only full and pcemancene Good 6 
therefore the endcavour of be- 
G5 commg 
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coming very inward with hum, doch 
but agree with the expeQation of 2x 
late perteAly good and happy. 
To capct this, and coaverſec 
only with ſhadows and vanithing 
things, is to cxp<t to be happy 
without a happuncts; or that our 
Happineis ſhould beride us as ca- 
fuel thing, or be forc'd upon us 
at laſt whethcr we will or ne 
But hince our happineſs in God is 
on his part not neceilaxy, but 
vouchlakd and gretuwtous, de- 
pending on meer good plcature 1 
Is it our beſt way of ingratiating 
our ſelves with him, to negleck 
him , and hee as without him in 
the word To kcep our frives 
Menger to him all our days, with 
a purpotc only of fiying to him at 
liſt, when all things clic that were 
wont to plcaſc us, arc vaniſhed 
and gone And if we cou'd fup- 
poet his Wildom ard Juſtice to 
ami his torgrving fo provoxing 
contempe of him , and receiving 
an cxikd Soul forced out from us 
carthly «bode, that to the lau mo- 
ment 
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ment of it would never look af- 
ter him, or have to do with 
him 4 yet can it be ſuppoted, that 
Ksown habitual averfition to him, 
could allow it to be happy in 
him * Eſpecia'ly being increaſed 
and conhrmed by its confſcioule 
nels and ene of guilt ? How can 
theſe but make it bunith it (elf, 
and in 2 ſu en cnmity and de- 
(pair perp tually fice the Divice 
Preftence * Wit can ia this cate 
be more naturzl to if, thin to 
give up it seit to eternal folitary 
wandring*, as a Fugitive from 
God 7? to affect to be ever enwrart 
in its own darkncts, and hidden 
from his hight, and be an cver- 
lifting cormentor to it tell? Cin 
we bc happy in tim whom we do 
not love or love whom we will 
nor 8890 or be 2 ' 

WW nat tte gr un of hope can 
we imagine to our cles, that our 
| and ICJq"141:' ance 
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ry: conciliatio 
wit! (2 4 l 
about , if it bc not dane white we 
arc hore in the bady* Wi 
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ſo vain, as to cheriſh an hope that 
not only Monts the winde im- 
pr of (2 ds revelation . but the 
ve'y reaton of things, and the na- 
ture] tendency of our own fpi- 
gits? Ne indecd (of we wou'd 
cornhder bettet) can we polliby 
hoe for what we dchirc not , or 
whereto our hearts arc in an ha 
bit Gal dilaficcion , « ther ways than 
m the pecicut cale ) negatively; 
and that our inbdciity permits us 
not to frar the ci nrrary 7 yca,and 
the lively hope ct a bickkdact in 
God, as it includes dclire,, would 
certainly infer that Purity (the 
image of his own that could ne- 
ver fail to inchac our hcarts to 
him, and which would habituatc 
us to a courſe of walking with 
him in inward communion, 

Aud this were comely and 3 
greeable to our pretences4 II 
hie we protcis our felves made 
for another ſlate, we retire our 
les from the fading things that 
put & vanity into this; and hngile 
gut, by our own choice , the Hebie 
good 
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good which we exp<t ever to en- 
ne How behi'tiog is uf For puts by 
Alltags with n-g'+ d, and berake 
our fclves tuther with this ne? 

Lord, 1 have viewed the Wild 
over is which thou haſt ſet me, 1 
have tried how this and that thing 
will m my pit, and the deliga 
of my Cication ad can Rad no- 
thing in which tort, tor n mag 
here doth it cn tet, dat tuch 
things as picalc me for a while, 
in ome degree, vaniſh and lee, as 
{ih .dows , trom bloc me Ln. [| 
come to Thee, the Eteruel Being 
the Spring of Luc! the Center of 
ten! che Stay of the Creation ! 
the Fuincls of all things! 1 joyn 
my (eli to thee; with thee I will 
lcad my e, and fp ad my days, 
with whom 1 aim to dwcll for 
ever 4 expecting when my hetle 
time 4s over, to be taken up, crc 
long, wto thy Etermty. 

And fincc we who live under the 
Guſpel. have heard of theRedeemer, 
of the dignity of his Perion, of his 
high Othce and Power, of bs 
McIcH 
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merciful deſign, and great At- 
chievernents tor the reſtoring of 
laplicd and loſt fouls : 

It 1s moſt agrecable to our 2p+ 
prchenſions of the vanity of this 
preſent ſtate , and our expectations 
for the future, that we commit 
our lclves to him. That with in- 
tire truſt and love, devorcdnets 
and fubjection, we give our fclves 
Up to this happy conduct, to be 
led by him to God, and in- 
ſtated into that cternal blefled- 
nels which we look for. 

His Kingdom „ mot of this 
world ( as we profeſs not to be ), 
We cannot be innocently igro- 
rant, that its conſtitution and 
frame, its laws and ordinances, its 
alpe&t and tendency in its (clt, and 
the whole courſe of its adminiſtra» 
tion, arc duccted to that other 
flatc. He bath ere unt death , 44 
bim that bad the power of it, bath 
brought life and immvriality to lt, 
is the firit begotten from the dead, 
and the firll ant, of than that 
ſept; hath opcacd Heaven to vs, 

and 
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and is himſclt aiccnded, and en- 
tied as our victorious trumphant 
Captain and Fote-tunner. He is a+ 
dorned with higheſt Power, and 
hath ſet up an Univerſal Kingdom, 
extended to the utmoſt bounds of 
this apoſtate World, and the va- 
ſicr Regions of innocent and con- 
ltant:y loyal Sparits, His Procla- 
mations ate iſlucd out, his Enligns 
dilplayed, to invite and call in 
whoſoever are weary of the fra 
and vanity of this wretched world, 
of their alienation from the life 
of God, of living in the wadit of 
death; to joyn themſelves to Him, 
the Prince and Lord of Lite; and 
be led by Him to the immortal 
Hate, It the preicnt ate of 
things appear dilma! to us, if we 
reckon it 4 wotul fpcctacle to be- 
hold fin and death reigning, wick- 
edncls and mortality acting their 
combined parts, to walte the 
world, and lay it defolates It 
we would delwet our Klees, and 
eſcape from the common ruin 
are (crioully deſigning tot Heaven, 

and 
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and that World in which Death 
hath no place, nor any ſhadow of 
Death; Let us betake our fclves 
to Him , cnroll our Names, put 
our ſelves under his Banners and 
Ducipline, Micky obſerving the 
Laws, and following the guidance 
ot that our invitible Lord, who 
will de Alber of eternal ſalvation 
to then that obey bim 4 and ſave 45 
the Wer off that come to God 
through bim, How dear ſhould he 
be to us! How cheartully Chould 
we truſt him , how dutitully (crve 
him, how taithfully adhere to him, 
both for his own fake, and that 
ot the delign he hath in hand for 
us, and the plcalant favour of 
Heaven and Immortality which 
breathes in both 

But if we neglect Him , and 
dilown our relation to him 4 or 
if we let days and years go over 
our heads, wherein we drowhily 
ſlumber toll our (clves in the dalt 
of the carth ; and, while we call 
our cles Chrühens, forget the 
tcaſon and importance of our own 

Nanc, 


Man ar wortal. 


Name, and think not of our be. 
ing under bus call and conduct to 
the eternal Kingdom and Glory. 
This is p-rverily ro reject whit 
we lay ( oniy ) we Lek, &© dis- 
claim and renounce our preten- 
ces to Immortality; to blast and 
dama our own great hopes. 


Laſtly, It is congruous to our 
exp<cttion of io great things at- 
tet death, That we live m 2 
cheartul plcafant expect ation of it. 
For what muſt neceffantly inter- 
venc , though not gratctul in it 
ſelf, ſhould be reckon'd (o, for 
the fake of that which is, This, 
only, can upon the oof terms, te- 
concile us to the grave, That our 
greateſt hopes lye beyond it, and 
are not hazardcd by it, but ac- 
compliſh't. 

Although. indeed, nothing were 
to be expected hereafter; yet ſo 
lictle ſuit able entertainment doth 
this world afford to a reafonablc 
ſpirit , that the meer wearine(s of 
bcholding a Scene of vanity and 

tolly, 
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folly, might well make a recels gc- 
ceptable. For is it lo gratcful a 
thing to oblcrve the contulcd 
(cramble and hurry of the world? 
How almoſt every one makes it 
his bulineſs to catch from another 
what is worth nothing! With 
what toil, and art , and violence 
men putſue, what when they em- 
brace they find a ſhadow To ſce 
dcluded Mortals, cach one intent 
upon his own particular delign, 
molt commonly intertering with 
anothers ; ſome impos'd upon by 
others over-reaching Wit, aud all 
by their own folly : Some lament- 
ing their loſſes, others their ſhort 
and unlatisfying acquilitions : Ma- 
ny plealing themiclves with being 
mock't, and contentedly hugging 
the empty Cloud; till Death 
comes and ends the fiory, and 
ceales the buſie agitation , that is, 
with ſo many particular perſons, 
not with the World. A new ſuc- 
cretion ſtull ſpringing up, that con- 
tinue the Interlude, and hill act 
over the ſame parts, ad radium nf q, ! 

What 
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What rs perfon ? who that 
is not in love with impertinency 
and foolery, would much regret 
i, to clolc his cyes, to have the 
Curtains drawn, and bid good- 
night to the world, without ever 
wiſhing to ſee the morning of fuch 
another day! And even they that 
have the world moſt in their 
power, and can command what 
they pleaſe for the gratifying of 
their appetites, without the con- 
tradiction and controll of others, 
What can they enjoy more to 
morrow than they did yeſterday ? 
or the next year than this? Is it 
ſo much worth the while to live, 
to ſee a few more perſons bow 
the knee? To extend power @& 
little further? To make another 
eſſay what plealure ſeaſe can taſt 
in ſome or other hitherto uncx- 
petimented Rarity ? Wart more 
peculiar guſt» this or that thing 
will aft-ed? and try the other 
Diſh? or to renew the (am: te- 
liſhes over again ? 


He 
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He whoſe creative fancy could 
make him golden Mountains in a 
dream, create him a Prince of 
Nations, give him to enjoy the 
molt delicious pleatures of the 
world in Idea might, with ſome 
plauſible ſhew of teaſon, be deem'd 
the hippicr man, than he that 
hath, and is all this indeed: for 
his toil is leis, and his victorics 
unbloody , his plcaſures not fo im- 
pure, However, one would think 
that to ſuch whoſe utmoſt attain- 
ments end only in the plcaſure of 
thcir ſenſe, and have but this E- 
piphonc ma, Nom, let ws fit down, 
eat, drink, and be merry; A little 
time might ſuſhce for buſineſs of 
no more weight; and that no 
man, after he hath once ſcen the 
courſt of the world, and taſted of 
its beſt delicacics, ſhould greatly 
wiſh for a renewal, or long-conti- 
nucd repetition of fo tulſume vas 
nitics, 

But the moſt find not the world 
fo kind; and arc not ſo much 
excrciſed in the innovating of 
plea- 
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pleaſures, as milcrics (changes 
being their only remedics, as the 
Moraliſt fpraks ); or in bearing 
(more dy) the fame cvery 
day's burden; and drawing out 
the (crics of their calamitics in the 
ſame kind through the whole 
courle of their time. 

And ſurcly theſe things conſi- 
dered, there wants not what 
might perſwade a Sceptick, or 
even a pertect Infidel, as toanc- 
ther world, not much to be in 
Icve with this. 

For upon the whole, let but 
the caſe be thus put: Is it not as 
good to do nothing, as to be bu- 
lic to no purpulc ? And again, Is 
it not as good to be nothing, as 
to be, and do nothing? Suber 
realon would judg, at Icalt, there 
were but little odds. 

But now; If tuch conſidetati- 
ons as have becu ment ned, 
would {uthce to late the mater in 
equataltrio , to make the teales <vens 
Ought the rati ni} ſober belick of 
a bluilcd immortality do nothing 

to 
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to turn the ballance? Ought the 
love of God to do nothing? The 
dc lite and hope of 2 {tatc pertet- 
ly good and happy, quirct and 
peacetul z ot living in the Region 
of undchlcd innocent love and 
pleaſure} in the communion of 
holy and ble ſſed ſpirits (all highly 
plcaled, not in their own only, 
but one another's happineſs 3 and 
all concentiing in the admiration 
ard preile ct theit common Pa- 
tent and Lord) Ought all this 
nothing fo alter the calc with us ? 
or ignite nothing to the inclining 
our minds to the fo unipeakably 
bettet pact ? 

Mcthinks fince we acknowledg 
fuch an order of intellig nt C and 
alrcady nhoppy ) Creatures, w 
ſhould even biuſh to think they 
(1 ud be tpeck ots of our daily 
couiſe and ( two plainly diſcover- 
ed ) inclinations, fo disform and 
unge ble to all the Laws and 
dictates of realonib's nature? 
What ccnfures, may we think, do 
they pais upon our tollics? Are 
thole 
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thoſe things great in their eyes, 
that are fo in outs In le fler 
matters (as ſome interpret that 
paſſage ) ipdecencics are to be a- 
voided, becauſe of thoſe bleſſed 


ſpirits. May we not then be aſha- * 


med that they ſhould diſcern our 
terrene diſpolitions? and ſee us 
come, fo uuwillingly , into their 
confort, and happy tate? Al- 
though our preſent deprefling cir- 
cumftances will not tutfer us to 
be in all things, as yet, confor- 
mable to their high condition, we 
ſhou!d however carry it as Candi- 
dates thereto, ſtudying to approve 
our i{clvesz; waiting aud longing to 
be tranſum'd and taken up in- 
to it. 

And fince we have ſo high and 
reat an (p cation, and "tis un- 
derftood and KnOANn, Thar the 
very pertection and end ot our 
Bcings is no othcrwile attainable, 
thi an by purtimg off Our {ordid 
fi-th , and aying «hide this earthly 
Appurtcninc. z that yet there 
ſhouid be fo tixed and prevailing 
an 
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an averſion ton, is «4 moſt unace 
countable thing, and one ot the 
gre ate ll Prubicms m N aturc. 

I y, prevaibug: For admit 
what 15 lic to b. allcdg'd, that 
an addiCt.dncls to the body is by 
natural michination z ought not the 
Laws of a Sup riot to prevail over 
thole ot thenterior nature? And 
is not the love of God a higher 
natmal Law than that of the bo- 
dy? to whcm here out Ktvice 15 
little, yea our differvice much, and 
from whole molt dclirable com- 
mcrce we it tier fo uncomfortable 
a dilclutior ov fic 1 d curcumiian- 
ces ot our brdi'y ate? Arc we 
more nearly A vd to 4 piece Ot 
= ay + an e t athicx Oi Our 
ſpirits? A denn, If not every 


thing nen 11S ien? and obli- 
gd to x OY. there, rather 
than Ci Y 14s FIOT thing, ( it 


leaſt } Low warty forver writcd f 
fi: cc there can Eno pretence ot 
any ſuch aca cr union, . en of a 
thing with at e? And te not 
our fouls and our budics (though 

watcd, 
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united, yet) dittinct things? Why 
then ſhould not our louis, that 
are capable of undetſtanding their 
own iarerclt , mind that nit in- 
tend moſt their own perfection 
and improvement, and begin their 
charity at home ? It is not firange, 
that what is weaker and more g- 
noble , ſhould attec&t union with 
what is above it, and aſpring of 
life to it: But when it is found 
burdenfome , nothing, tosbids, but 
that the fuperior Being may be 
well content, upon fair and al- 
lowable terms, to be rid of the 
burden, Therefore though ficſh 
and blood may reluQate and ſhrink 
at it, when we think of laying 
it down 1 yet it becomes immor- 
tal ſpirits to conſider their own 
affairs , and be ( more principally ) 
intent upon what will be their 
own advantage. It fo mean 2 
Creature as a ſorry Fla, finding 
it can draw a ſuitable alimcnut 
from our bodies, afk&t to dwell 
there 9 and is loath to leave us; It 
were a ludicrous pity to be theres 

H fore 
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therefore content to endure its 
ttoubleſome vcllications, becauſe 
we fcar the poor Animal ſhould 
be put to its ſhifts, and not to be 
otherwilc able to had a ſubſiſtence 
"Tis truc, that the great Creator 
and Lord of the Univerſe, hath 
not permitted us the liberty ot o 
throwing off our bodies when we 
will ( which otherwiſc are indig- 
nity tar more beneath our ſpirits, 
than ſo deſpicable a Creature is 
beneath tbem ). And to his diſpoſe 
that hath order'd this conjunction 
for a time ( whether we look upon 
it as an eſſect of his ſimple plea- 
ſure, or of his diſpleaſure) we 
muſt yeild an awful and a patient 
ſubmulion, till this part of his Pro- 
vidence towards us have run its 
courſe, and attain'd its ends. And 
then, how welcome ſhould the 
hour of our diſcharge and treedom 
be, from ſo troubleſome an Aſſo» 
ciate ! which upon no other ac» 
count than that of duty towards 
the Author of our beings, one 
would more endure, than to — 

the 
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the moſt noyſome offenſive Ver- 
mine always preying upon his ficth, 
At leaſt, though the conſidetation 
of our own advantage had no 
place with us in this matter ) the 
ſame ſenſe of duty towards our 
great Creator, which ſhould make 
us patient of an abode in the body, 
while he will have it (o 5, ſhou'd 
allo form our ſpirits to a willing 
d<partarc, when it ſhall be his plea- 
ſure to releaſe us thence, But 
that neither a regard to his plc:- 
ſure, nor our own bl.il:dn.(f, 
ſhould prevail againſt our love to 
the body, is the unaccountable 
thing I ſpcak of. And to plead on- 
ly, in the caſe, the corruption of 
our natures that ſets us at odds 
with God and our ſelves, is to ju- 
ſtitie the thing by what is it (elf 
moſt unjuſtihable; or rather ( as 
ſome that have affected to be ſtyl'd 
Philoſophers have been wont to 
expedite difhcultics, by reſolving 
the matter into the uſual courle of 
Nature, whichis) to rclolve the 
thing into it felt, and ay, It #ſo, 

2 becauſe 
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becauſe it is ſo, ar is wont to bez and 
indeed, plainly to conteſs there is 
no account to be givenot it. This 
being the very thing about which 
we cxpoltulate, that rcalonable 
nature ſhould ſo prevaricate ; The 
commonnels whereot doth not 
take away the wonder, but rather 
render it more dreadtul and aſto- 
nilhiag, 

The truth is, the incongruity 
in the prelent caſe is only to b. 
ſolved by redeels 3 by carncit ſtri- 
vings with God, and our own 
(ouls, till we find our ſelves reco- 
vercd into a right mind; into the 
conttitution aud compoſute where» 
of a generous tortitude hath a ne- 
ceſlary ingredicacy 3 that uſually 
upon lower motives retulcs no 
change of Climate, and will carry 
a man into unknown Countreys, 
and through greatclt hazards iu the 
purſuit of hunourable enterprizes, 
of a much intcrior kind. 

It is xcckon'd a brave and manly 
thing to be in the temper ot one's 
mind a Citizen of the World 

(mean- 
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meaning it of this lower one). But 
why not rather of the Univerſe ? 
And *tis accounted mean and baſe 
that one thou!d be fo confiu'd by 
his 'fear or floath to that ſpot of 
ground where he was born, as not 
upon juſt inducement to look a+ 
broad, and go tor warrantable and 
worthy purpoles (yea, it it were 
only honeſt (clf-advantage ) as far 
as the utmoſt ends of the carth. 
But dare we not venture a little 
farther? Thele arc too narrow 
bounds for a truly great ſpirit. Any 
thing that is tinQtur'd with carth, 
or ſavouts of mortality, we should 
reckon too mean for us; and not 
regret it, that Heaven and Immor- 
tality arc not to be attained but by 
dying; fo ſhould the love of our 
own fou!s, and the defire of a per- 
petual (tate of lite, triumph over 
the (car of death, 

But it may be allcdged by ſome, 
That is only 2 lolicitous love to 
their fouls, that makes them dread 
this change. They know it will 
not fare with all alike hercatter, and 
H 3 knows 


153 


The Vanity of 
know not what theit own lot ſhall 
be. 

And is this indeed our calc? then, 
what have we been doing all this 
whilc? and how arc we concerned 
to loſe no more time ? 

But too often a tertene ſpirit 
lurks under this pretence ; and men 
alicdg their want of affurance of 
Heaven, when the love of this carta 
(Which they cannot endure to think 
of Icaving ) holds their hearts, 

And ( a little ro difculs this mat- 
ter what would we have to flute 
us De we cexpcct a vihon or a 
voice” or arc we not to iy our 
ſclves 4 and (carch for ſuch chars 
ctets in our own fouls, as may di- 
inguiſh and note us out for Ha- 
en? Among theſc, winat can be 
more chat and corinn than this, 
ibat we bive one bearts much et pen 
i 7 Icy that have ther convertz* 
tons in Heaven, may tom thence 
expcA the Saviour, whe ſoul change 
ei vile bodies ( the bodics of their 
1. Mmuilietion, cx low beck 11410 and 
ma them u bas 0884 glarions bes. 

God 


Man n mortal, 
God, who will render to every mrRom. 2+ 


accor ding to bis wor, will give them 
that by patient continuance in well dz» 
ing, ſerk bonowr, aud glory, and immoy- 


rtality, eternal life. They that ſet their Col. 3. 2 


affellions (or mind) on the things a» 
bove not thoſe on the earths, when Chrift 
forall appear, who is their life, ſhall ap- 
pear with bim in glory. Mutzke not 
the notion of Heaven, or the ble 
ſedneſꝭ of the other world ; render 
it not to your (elves a compoſition 
of (cnſual enjoyments; Underitand 
it (principally) to confilt in p.rieck 
holmels and communion with God 
( as his own word repr<lents it, and 
as reaſon hath taught cven fore 
Pagans to reckon ot it } and you 
cannot judgot your own Right by 
a ſuter and plaincr Rule, than that 
eternal bliſſudreſs frall be theirs whoſe 
bearts are truly bent and diretled to- 
ward; it, Admit we, then, this Prin- 
ciple ; and now ct us reafon with 
our ſclves from it; We have a dit» 
covery made to us of a tuture Rites 
of b if du in God, not 45 delita- 
ble only iu it telt, but as attainablsy 
and 
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and pollible to be enjoyed (the Re- 
deemer having opencd the way to it 
by his blood, and given us at once 
both the proſpect and the offer of 
it) fo that it is before vs as the ob- 
je of a reaſonable deſite · Now ci- 
ther our hearts arc ſo taken with 
this diſcovery , that we above all 
things delire this ate, or not. If 
they be, we deſite it more than our 
carthly ſtations and enjoyments,and 
arc willing to lcave the world and 
the body to enjoy it, and ſo did 
tlallly accuſc our fclves of a prevail» 
ing averiion to this change. It they 
be not, the thilg is truc , that we 
arc upon no terms willing to dyc, 
but the cauſc is falfly ( or partially) 
allgned : It is not fo much becautc 
we arc unallurcd of Heaven, but 
( as was above fuſpcted ) beeaule 
we love this world bettet, and our 
hearts center in it as our moſt de- 
lirable good 

Therctorc we fee how untcaſons- 
bly this 1s, often, fatd, We arc wnwil- 
ling to change tes, bucauſe we arc 
waaſlurcd 4 the truth is, they arc une 
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aſſured, becauſe they tre unwilling; 
and what then enſues? They are un- 
willing becaule they arc unwilling, 
And fo thry may cndlefly du pute 
themiclvcs round, from unawillng- 
nels to unwilliagnels. But is there 
no way to get our of this unhappy 
Circle? Ia order to it, let the cate 
be more tully underſtood ; Either 
this double unwillingacts muſt be 
refer'd to the (ame thing, or to di- 
v-rs: It co rhe fame thing, it 18 
not (calc ; they lay what ligne 
nothing : For, bang to ” 4 
cauſc of their unwillingnels to quit 
the body, to lay, Mau they are un- 
wiling, ( viz. of that )is to align no 
cauſe, for nothing can be the cauſe 
of it (elf. Bat u they reter to di- 
vers things, and (ay, They are u- 
ling t 199 ont of the body becauſe they are 
wewiling to forſake Earth for Heaven, 
The catc is then plain, but (id, and 
not altcrable, but with the alters- 
tion of the temper ot thor ſpitits. 
Wherefore let us all app y our fel ves 
( fince with none this is © fully 
donc, that no more is ncedtul ) to 
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the ſerious endeavour of getting out 
fouls parged from the drofs ot this 
world, and enamoured of the pu- 
nty and blefiednefs of Heaven, 10 
the caulc and chic will vanith « 
gether 4 we ſhall find that ſuitable 
neſs and inclination in our fpirits to 
that blefiedneſs, as may peild us 
the ground of a comfortab'c pet 
fwafhon that it be! longs to us u ] 
then, not be unwilling, though ma- 
A* deaths ſtood in ous way, to brear 
through to attain it. 
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